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Skokholm,  an  island  of  260  acres,  three  miles  from  the  Pembrokeshire  coast, 
supports  a  breeding  population  of  some  20,000  birds.  Among  them  are  the 
manx  shearwater,  storm  petrel,  puffin,  razorbill,  guillemot,  raven,  buzzard, 
oystercatcher,  lapwing  and  others.  Most  of  these  birds  can  be  studied  with 
ease.  Expeditions  are  made  at  night  to  catch  manx  shearw’aters  and  storm 
petrels.  Three  heligoland  traps  enable  visitors  to  catch  many  of  the  migrants 
passing  through  the  island  and  to  see  and  handle  both  the  common  and  unusual 
birds.  As  well  as  catching  birds  there  are  many  other  ways  in  which  bird¬ 
watchers  can  assist  the  observatory  staff. 

In  1956  we  shall  again  be  asking  for  help  from  the  visitors  as  in  previous  years 
and,  at  the  same  time,  we  shall  continue  to  give  instruction  when  it  is  asked  for. 
It  is  hoped  that  under  the  direction  of  the  warden  the  visitors  will  undertake 
co-operative  work  on  the  sea-bird  population,  but  we  would  like  to  emphasize 
that  this  work  is  only  for  those  who  would  join  in  and  no  one  need  feel  obliged  to 
take  part. 

The  observatory  will  stay  open  until  the  end  of  October  so  that  the  autumn 
migration  can  be  studied.  This  is  the  time  when  the  greatest  variety  of  species 
is  likely  to  occur. 

Accommodation  in  the  Observatory  buildings  is  provided  for  eight  visitors 
a  week  and  the  charge  is  four  and  a  half  guineas.  For  further  particulars, 
apply  to  the  Warden,  Dale  Fort  Field  Centre,  Haverfordwest,  Pembs. 


Mr.  &  Mrs.  D.  A.  T.  Morgan  present 

“SUFFOLK  HIGHLIGHTS  OF  1955” 
featuring  Bee-eaters,  Golden  Oriole,  Hoopoe, 

Crane,  and  Spotted  Crake. 

supported  by  Spoonbills,  Avocets,  Harriers,  Bearded  Tits,  Bitterns, 

and  Stone  Curlew. 

Scene  set  in  district  surrounding  Abbey  Cottage,  Eastbridge  Road, 

Leiston. 

Catering  by  Mrs.  Morgan. 

Recommended  by  Eric  Hosking  and  others. 
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SPECIES  OF 

BIRDS  IN  LONDON  ! 

1 

188  Seen  During  1954 


From  our  Zoological  Correspondent 
The  increase  in  London  bird-watchers 
in  recent  years  seems  to  have  been 
matched  by  an  increase  in  the  birds 
available  for  watching.  This  at  any 
rate  is  t!  '  impression  given  by  the 
latest  London  Bird  Report  (for  1954) 
issued  by  the  London  Natural  History 
Society.  The  report  covers  the  area 
within  a  radius  of  twenty  miles  of  St 

During  the  year,  various  birds  were  ^ 
recorded  here  for  the  first  time  this 
century,  and  there  was  a  marked  rise 
in  the  numbers  of  several  visiting 
species.  Perhaps  the  birds  are  anxious 
to  find  a  place  in  the  documentary  film 
of  bird  life  in  Inner  London  that  two 

members  are  making. 

For  it  was  not  only  the  outlying  pools 
and  copses  that  were  worth  watching. 
Inner  London  provided  its  own  reward. 
Black  redstarts  bred  exclusively  in  the 
open  area  round  Cripplegate  Church  for 
the  eleventh  year  in  succession,  and  their 
song  was  reported  frorn  Fetter 
Bloomsbury,  and  the  neighbourhood  of  , 
Broadcasting  House.  Woodpigeons  attracted 
attention  by  their  curious  nesting-p.aces, 
'which  included  the  fapade  of  Biickin^am 
Palace,  the  brickwork  of  Hungerfprd 
Bridge,  a  girder  inside  Waterloo  Station, 
and  a  Kensington  bathroom. 

A  watsr-rail  inor6  oft0n  hoard  than 
seen  ”  say  the  bird  handbook-s)  was  actually 
found  on  the  roof  of  a  Government 
laboratory  in  Clement’s  Inn  Passage  under 
some  scrap  metal.  Unfortunately,  it  was 
injured  when  the  metal  was  moved  and 
had  to  be  destroyed.  A  buzzard  visited 
the  City  and  willow  warblers  bred  in 
Regents  Park  for  the  first  time  in  twenty 
years. 

First  of  Century  ' 

Altogether,  188  different  species  were 
seen  in  the  area  during  the  year.  Those 
recorded  for  the  first  time  this  century 
included  three  fulmars,  a  honey  buzzard, 
a  rednecked  fly-catcher,  a  pomarine  skua, 
which  stayed  long  enough  at  the  Banbury 
reservoir,  Walthamstow,  to  be  photo¬ 
graphed.  and  two  little  bitterns.  One  of 
these  last,  an  immature  bird,  could  be  ) 
seen  for  several  days  round  Richmond  j 
Park  ponds  until  “  the  crowds  at  the  week-  | 
end  (not  entirely  of  ornithologists)  forced  j 
it  to  retire  to  the  reed  bed.”  1 

Shell  ducks  are  becoming  more  frequent  j 
and  bred  in  the  London  area  for  the  n^t 
time,  and  tufted  duck  appeared  to  be 
breeding  mfire.  Shags  and  kittiwakes  were 
more  numerous  than  usual,  while  the 
Staines  area  in  particular  seems  to  be 
attracting  many  more  wintering  cormor¬ 
ants  The  cold  weather  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year  was  responsible  for  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  a  variety  of  waders  on  London 
reservoirs  and  sewage  farms.  The  severe 
cold  also  seems  to  have  caused  many  , 
deaths  among  snipe  wintering  at  the  ' 
Beddington  sewage  farm.  About  six 
Viundred  were  counted  there  on  January  ' 
'■ff  later  oniv  i^o  vv'er^  lefL 
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Little  Bitterns  photographed  in  Holland  {Eric  Husking). 
1  ^vo  were  seen  in  tlie  London  Area  this  year. 
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Introduction 

Ji’OR  many  years  the  London  Natural  History  Society  has  published 
notes  on  the  birds  seen  within  a  radius  of  20  miles  from  St.  Paul’s 
Cathedral,  at  first  in  the  London  Naturalist^  and  since  1936  in  the  London 
Bird  Report.  This  area  covers  the  whole  of  Middlesex  and  parts  of  Bucking¬ 
hamshire,  Hertfordshire,  Essex,  Kent  and  Surrey.  The  recent  rapid 
increase  in  the  numbers  of  those  interested  in  bird  watching  has  been 
followed  by  the  appearance  of  Bird  Reports  for  several  of  the  counties 
which  are  partly  in  our  Area. 

One  important  aspect  of  the  work  of  this  Society,  however,  is  in  study¬ 
ing  the  effects  on  the  flora  and  fauna  of  the  rapid  growth  of  London, 
which  continues  to  spread  without  regard  for  man-made  county  boundaries 
(or  apparently  man-designated  “  green  belts  ”)  and  we  shall,  therefore, 
continue  to  publish  information  on  the  whole  of  the  London  Area. 

There  is,  however,  an  understandable  desire  on  the  part  of  the  Editors 
of  the  more  recently  established  Bird  Reports  restricted  to  single  counties 
to  cover  the  whole  county.  Overlapping  of  the  areas  covered  by  bird 
reports  sometimes  causes  difficulties  due  to  the  lack  of  effective  liaison 
between  the  Editors,  particularly  in  respect  of  the  consideration  of  records 
of  rare  or  unusual  species. 

This  year,  for  the  first  time,  the  Essex  Bird  Report  covers  the  whole 
county.  We  have,  therefore,  arranged  with  the  Essex  Bird  Watching 
and  Preservation  Society,  whose  co-operation  in  this  respect  is  very  much 
appreciated,  that  the  L.N.H.S.  shall  remain  the  sole  adjucator  on  records 
from  Essex  within  the  London  Area,  and  that  a  member  of  the  Essex 
Society  Recording  Committee  shall  also  serve  on  the  L.N.H.S.  Records 
Committee.  Wherever  possible  we  shall  indicate  those  records  which 
are  published  in  both  reports.  Arrangements  have  been  made  for  ex¬ 
change  of  records,  and  L.N.H.S.  members  should  submit  their  records 
for  Essex  within  the  London  Area  to  the  L.N.H.S.  Recorder  for  the  North 
of  the  Thames  only. 
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The  Surrey  Bird  Report,  now  in  its  second  year  of  publication,  also 
covers  the  whole  county  in  1954.  As  already  notified  in  the  London  Bird 
Report  for  1953,  we  have  agreed  to  make  available  to  the  Editors  of  the 
Surrey  Bird  Report  at  the  earliest  possible  date  details  of  Surrey  records 
which  are  being  published  in  the  London  Bird  Report.  Records  from 
Surrey  within  the  London  Area  should  be  submitted  by  L.N.H.S.  members 
only  to  our  Recorder  for  the  South  of  the  Thames.  Reciprocal  arrange¬ 
ments  have  not  yet  been  made  and,  as  a  consequence,  certain  records 
for  the  London  Area  which  have  not  been  submitted  to  us  appear  in  the 
Surrey  Bird  Report.  It  is  hoped  that  this  will  not  occur  in  future  years. 

The  number  of  species  seen  in  the  Area  during  the  year  was  188. 
A  feature  of  the  early  months  was  the  variety  of  waders  which  appeared 
at  sewage  farms  and  reservoirs  during  the  severe  weather  at  the  end  of 
January  and  early  in  February  ;  Ringed  Plover,  Turnstone,  Redshank, 
Spotted  Redshank,  Knot,  Dunlin,  Sanderling  and  Ruff  were  noted, 
and  two  of  the  Knot  were  found  dead.  Others  penetrated  further  up  the 
Thames  than  usual,  including  a  Grey  Plover  at  Rainham  and  a  Turnstone 
at  Stone,  where  the  unusual  number  of  270  Dunlin  were  present  on  Feb¬ 
ruary  7th.  Many  Snipe  died  at  Beddington  Sewage  Farm. 

The  London  Area  shared  in  the  influx  of  Bewick’s  Swans,  with  a  total 
of  18  during  January,  February  and  March,  and  there  were  larger  numbers 
than  usual  of  Scaup,  the  maximum  in  one  flock  being  20.  Wintering 
Cormorants  appear  to  be  increasing  and  a  party  of  39  was  seen  at  Staines 
on  January  10th,  while  30  or  more  were  not  unusual. 

Perhaps  the  major  feature  of  the  spring  passage  was  the  unpre¬ 
cedented  number  of  Ruffs  (for  the  London  Area)  at  Perry  Oaks  ;  115 

were  present  on  lyiarch  24th,  and  the  numbers  remained  high  for  about 
a  month,  with  a  peak  of  119  on  April  18th.  By  May  10th  all  had  passed 
on,  but  towards  the  end  of  their  stay,  many  were  rapidly  developing  a 
variety  of  “  ruffs.”  In  contrast  an  Avocet  at  Perry  Oaks  in  April  paid 
only  a  brief  visit. 

An  adult  male  Little  Bittern  identified  at  a  gravel  pit  at  Nazeing  on 
May  30th  was  the  first  record  for  the  London  Area  in  the  present  century. 
Later  in  the  year,  an  immature  bird  was  discovered  at  the  Pen  Ponds, 
Richmond  Park,  and  a  few  days  after  was  seen  at  Beddington  Sewage  Farm. 
For  the  first  two  or  three  days  of  its  stay  in  Richmond  Park  it  could  be 
watched  feeding  at  the  rushy  margins  of  the  ponds,  especially  in  the  morning 
and  evening,  and  when  flushed  perched  in  willows  on  the  islands,  but  the 
crowds  at  the  weekend  (not  entirely  of  ornithologists)  forced  it  to  retire 
to  the  reed-bed.  Two  adults  and  an  immature  Little  Gull,  of  which  we 
have  few  spring  records,  were  seen  at  Staines  Reservoir  in  May.  In  April 
a  cock  Ring  Ouzel  visited  the  grounds  of  the  Natural  History  Museum 
at  South  Kensington  where,  it  is  interesting  to  note,  one  was  seen  as  recently 
as  October,  1952. 

Shelducks  are  becoming  more  frequent  in  our  area.  Breeding  was 
confirmed  this  year  for  the  first  time,  at  Rainham  Marsh,  and  has  also 
been  proved  recently  at  Windsor  Great  Park,  a  few  miles  west  of  the 
London  Area.  There  have  been  more  records  than  usual  of  Tufted  Duck 
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breeding,  and  Pochard  nested  at  Regent’s  Park  and  Battersea  Park.  Other 
interesting  records  of  breeding  in  Inner  London  are  of  Blackcap  at  St. 
John’s  Wood  and  Willow  Warbler  at  Regent’s  Park,  while  the  Stock  Dove 
appears  to  be  increasing,  especially  in  Kensington  Gardens.  Black  Red¬ 
starts  again  nested  successfully,  although  many  suitable  bombed  sites 
are  now  being  re-developed!  Changes  at  gravel  pits  which  are  their  main 
breeding  haunts  again  caused  some  redistribution  of  the  Little  Ringed 
Plovers,  but  the  number  of  pairs  at  18  was  the  same  as  in  1953.  Only 
two  breeding  pairs  of  Stonechats  were  found. 

The  autumn  passage  produced  a  number  of  unusual  records  in 
addition  to  the  Little  Bittern  already  mentioned.  Three  Fulmars  at 
Crayford,  a  Honey  Buzzard  at  Mickleham,  and  a  Red-breasted  Flycatcher 
near  the  mouth  of  the  River  Darent  were  all  first  records  for  the  London 
Area  in  the  present  century,  and  a  Marsh  Harrier  at  Beddington  was  only 
the  second.  A  Temminck’s  Stint  at  Perry  Oaks  was  the  first  autumn 
record  in  the  same  period,  but  two  Pectoral  Sandpipers  there  brought  the 
total  for  this  species  during  the  last  five  years  to  five,  four  of  which  were  at 
Perry  Oaks.  Most  of  these  birds  did  not  stay,  and  none  was  so  obliging 
as  a  Hoopoe  which  remained  near  Perry  Oaks  for  two  weeks  and  was  seen 
by  many  observers  ;  another  was  noted  between  Epping  and  North 
Weald  on  November  26th,  a  very  late  date.  A  Water  Rail  was  found 
on  the  roof  of  a  building  in  Inner  London  on  October  27th. 

An  Arctic  Skua  paid  a  brief  visit  to  Barn  Elms  Reservoir  in  September, 
but  later  in  the  year  a  dark  phase  adult  Pomarine  Skua  remained  at  the 
Banbury  Reservoir,  Walthamstow,  for  a  week,  another  first  record  for 
the  Area  in  the  present  century.  During  its  stay  it  fed  mainly  on  carrion. 
The  finder,  W.  C.  Doughty,  took  several  photographs,  two  of  which  are 
reproduced  opposite  page  27. 

In  November  a  Leach’s  Petrel  was  found  at  a  school  playing  field 
in  Romford,  and  when  released  flew  off  strongly.  A  Little  Stint  was  present 
on  two  dates  in  December  at  Stone  Marshes,  and  there  were  several 
winter  records  of  Common  Sandpiper. 

Shags  and  Kittiwakes  were  more  numerous  than  usual.  Twenty 
Kittiwakes  were  noted  taking  part  in  a  westerly  movement  of  gulls  at 
Barn  Elms  in  December.  Two  Shags  were  reported  from  the  Thames  in 
Inner  London. 

During  the  year  three  species  of  diver  and  all  five  grebes  were  seen 
on  London  reservoirs. 

The  number  of  birds  ringed  during  the  year  1953/54,  4,368,  was  the 
largest  total  ever  achieved  by  the  Society.  The  Ringing  Secretary’s 
Report  appears  on  page  45,  and  details  of  some  of  the  recoveries  notified 
during  the  year  are  given  in  the  systematic  list,  including  a  Turtle  Dove 
ringed  as  a  nestling  at  Stone,  Kent,  and  recovered  in  France. 

During  the  year,  the  Society  continued  to  take  part  in  the  Wildfowl 
Inquiry  and  the  Census  of  Great  Crested  Grebes.  The  Survey  of  Bedding- 
ton  Sewage  Farm  under  the  direction  of  B.  S.  Milne  has  completed  its 
first  year,  and  continues  in  1955.  In  addition  it  should  be  mentioned 
that  the  Ecological  Section’s  Survey  of  Bookham  Common  includes  a 
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Study  of  the  bird  life.  A  small  team  is  independently  operating  a  ringing 
station  at  Romford  Sewage  Farm  within  our  Area.  W.  G.  Teagle  and 
Miss  R.  E.  Gault  are  making  a  docmnentary  film  of  bird  life  in  Inner  London. 
Most  of  the  official  observers,  who  provide  material  for  the  Report  of 
the  Committee  on  Bird  Sanctuaries  in  the  Royal  Parks,  are  members  of 
this  Society. 

A  quarterly  bulletin  is  now  published  by  the  Ornithological  Section, 
and  may  be  obtained  at  indoor  meetings,  price  2d.,  or  by  post  from  R.  P . 
Cordero,  17  Wyvern  Road,  Purley,  Surrey,  on  receipt  of  2d.  and  a  stamped, 
addressed  envelope. 

Arrangements  for  publication  of  the  Society’s  book  on  The  Birds  of 
the  London  Area  since  1900  have  now  been  completed  and  the  manuscript 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  publishers.  Details  will  appear  shortly,  and  copies 
will  be  available  at  a  substantial  reduction  in  price  to  members  who  sub¬ 
scribe  in  advance.  It  is  hoped  that  the  book  will  appear  some  time  in 
1956,  and  it  will  include  records  to  the  end  of  1954. 
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A  REPORT  OF  THE  BIRD  LIFE  WITHIN  TWENTY  MILES  OF 

ST.  PAUL’S  CATHEDRAL 

'^HIS  report  follows  the  British  Ornithologists’  Union’s  “  Check-List 

of  the  Birds  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland”  (1952)  based  on  the 
Wetmore  classification,  and  the  numbers  preceding  each  species  refer  to 
that  List,  where  the  full  scientific  name  will  be  found.  The  vernacular 
names  are  those  adopted  by  the  Editors  of  British  Birds  magazine  as  an¬ 
nounced  in  the  January,  1953,  issue  (Vol.  XLVI,  p.  1). 

All  records  are  for  1954  except  where  otherwise  stated.  The  initials 
following  each  record  refer  to  the  observer (s)  responsible  for  it,  whose 
name(s)  may  be  obtained  by  reference  to  the  list  of  contributors  on  page  5. 

The  six  counties  within  the  circle  of  twenty  miles  radius  are  indicated 
by  their  initials,  viz.  : — B  =  Bucks.  ;  E  =  Essex  ;  H  ==  Herts.  ;  K  = 
Kent  ;  M  =  Middlesex  ;  S  =  Surrey.  Several  of  the  Lea  Valley  res¬ 
ervoirs  are  partly  in  Middlesex,  but  all  records  referring  to  them  are 
published  under  Essex,  following  the  policy  adopted  by  W.  E.  Clegg  in 
his  histories  of  the  birds  of  Essex  (1929)  and  Middlesex  (1935).  The 
following  abbreviations  are  also  used  : — B.B.  =  British  Birds  magazine  ; 
L.B.R.  =  London  Bird  Report  ;  R.S.P.C.A.  =  Royal  Society  for  the  Pre¬ 
vention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals  ;  G.P.  =  gravel  pit  ;  Res.  =  reservoir  ; 
S.F.  =  sewage  farm  ;  N.,  E.,  S.,  and  W.  are  used. for  the  cardinal  points 
of  the  cbmpass,  but  are  intended  only  to  indicate  the  general  direction  of 
flight. 

An  open  map  of  the  London  Area  will  be  found  useful  for  a  full 
appreciation  of  many  of  the  records.  As  the  history  of  some  of  the  species 
is  intended  to  be  continuous,  reference  to  the  systematic  list  of  previous 
issues  of  the  L.B.R.  is  recommended. 

Records  which  have  been  published  in  the  Essex  Bird  Report,  1954, 
are  indicated  by  an  asterisk  which  is  placed  by  the  particular  record  or, 
where  all  records  of  a  species  have  been  published,  by  the  county  initial 
“  E.” 

Details  of  all  records  referring  to  Surrey  appearing  in  this  report  have 
been  supplied  to  the  Editors  of  the  Surrey  Bird  Report. 

1  Black-throated  Diver 

E*  King  George  V  Res.,  one  found  dead  on  Feb.  16th  (dah,  JLFp). 

2  Great  Northern  Diver 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  31st  and  Feb.  3rd  (fbc,  dah). 
*  Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Jan  31st  (wcd)  may  have  been  the 
bird  seen  at  King  George  V  Res.  the  same  day. 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  from  Dec.  5th  to  23rd  (ji,  abw  et  al.). 
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4  Red-throated  Diver 

E*  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  31st  (fbc).  King  George  V  Res.,  one 
on  Jan.  31st,  Feb.  3rd  and  5th  was  found  dead  on  Feb.  9th  ;  one 
seen  on  Feb.  24th  and  27th  ;  one  found  dead  on  Mar.  13th  and 
another  on  Mar.  14th  (fbc,  JLFp).  South  Weald  Park,  an  oiled 
bird  from  early  March  to  Apr.  16th  (mrc,  rh,  bph).  Walthamstow, 
one  on  the  Banbury  Res.  on  Jan.  30th  and  31st  (wcd,  hwr). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Nov.  7th  (dwt,  ehw).  Ponders  End  S.F., 
one  in  flight  on  Feb.  3rd  (fbc)  was  probably  one  of  the  birds  reported 
from  the  Essex  reservoirs. 

K  Stone  Marshes,  an  oiled  bird  on  Feb.  16th  and  21st  (wib,  khp, 
Fs)  ;  one  on  Dec.  11th  (khp). 

Diver  (species  not  identified) 

M  One  in  flight  over  King  George  VI  Res.,  Staines,  on  Jan.  27th  (hpm). 

5  Great  Crested  Grebe 

See  page  43  for  the  annual  report  of  the  status  of  this  species  in 
the  London  Area. 

6  Red-necked  Grebe 

E*  Walthamstow,  one  at  Banbury  Res.  on  Feb.  2nd  (fbc),  and  one 
at  Lockwood  Res.,  on  Dec.  19th  (wcd,  hwr). 

H  Aldenham  Res.,  one  on  Mar.  14th,  17th  and  20th  (bls,  ehw). 
Springwell  Lake,  one  from  Mar.  14th  to  26th  (cb,  rej,  bpp). 

M  King  George  VI  Res.,  Staines,  one  on  many  dates  from  Jan.  1st 
to  Feb.  27th;  one  moulting  to  summer  plumage  from  Apr.  17th  to 
25th  ;  one  on  Dec.  26th  and  30th  (many  observers).  One  seen  on 
Staines  Res.  on  Feb.  28th  by  rwh  was  presumably  the  bird  which 
had  been  on  King  George  VI  Res. 

K  Stone  Marshes,  one  on  Feb.  24th  (wib). 

7  Slavonian  Grebe 

E*  Fishers  Green  G.P.,  one  on  Feb.  20th  and  21st  (fbc,  dah,  dk,  fr). 
King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  5th  (jlfp).  Walthamstow,  one 
on  Banbury  Res.  on  Jan.  30th  and  31st  (wcd,  hwr). 

H  Aldenham  Res.,  one  on  several  dates  from  Feb.  28th  to  Mar.  17th 
(jF,  BLS,  ehw),  and  one  on  four  dates  from  Nov.  9th  to  21st  (ehw). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  from  Feb.  27th  to  Mar.  30th  (seven  observers). 

8  Black-necked  Grebe 

E*  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  5th  (jlfp).  Walthamstow  Res., 
one  on  Oct.  10th  (wcd),  and  Dec.  1st  and  4th  (wcd,  ag  et  aL). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  12th  (jfd).  Staines,  King  George  VI  Res., 
one  on  May  9th,  two  on  May  16th,  one  on  May  30th,  June  7th  and 
20th,  and  July  4th,  7th  and  11th  ;  from  Aug.  1st  to  Oct.  30th,  up 
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to  1 1  on  many  dates  ;  one  on  Nov.  13th,  two  on  Nov.  14th  and  one 
on  Nov.  21st  and  Dec.  5th  (many  observers).  Staines  Res.,  one  on 
several  dates  from  Aug.  29th  to  Dec.  23rd,  and  three  on  Sept.  13th 
(many  observers). 

S  Island  Barn  Res.,  two  on  Sept.  12th  (dp). 

9  Little  Grebe 

M  Large  numbers  did  not  occur  at  the  Brent  Res.  in  the  autumn  this 
year  (hahs  ;  cf  L.B.R.,  Nos  14  to  18). 

12  Leach’s  Petrel 

E*  Romford,  one  picked  up  alive  at  Havering  Road  Junior  School 
playing  fields  on  Nov.  2nd  ;  after  being  shown  to  hjcs  and  pvu 
it  was  released  and  flew  oflf  strongly. 

26  Fulmar 

K  Three  were  seen  flying  towards  the  River  Thames  at  Slades  Green 
marsh,  Crayford,  on  Sept.  4th  by  wib,  who  is  familiar  with  the  species. 
The  head  and  underparts  were  white  ;  the  upperparts  were  not  clearly 
seen,  but  there  were  no  black  tips  to  the  primaries  ;  the  wings 
were  narrow,  and  the  head,  short  neck,  and  body  were  thick. 
The  flight  was  accomplished  by  a  few  rapid  wingbeats  followed  by  a 
glide  with  the  wings  held  in  a  rigid  continuous  line. 

28  Cormorant 

Recorded  in  every  month  of  the  year  except  July  at  King  George 
VI  Res.,  Staines,  Middlesex,  the  largest  numbers  in  the  winter  months, 
maximum  39  on  Jan.  10th.  At  Queen  Mary  Res.,  Littleton,  Middle¬ 
sex,  34  were  counted  on  Mar.  13th  and  at  Syon  House,  Isleworth, 
Middlesex,  from  12  to  18  were  seen  on  several  dates  in  January, 
February  and  December  in  trees  by  the  River  Thames.  In  Surrey, 
at  Walton  Res.,  there  were  20  on  Jan.  17th  and  30  on  Mar.  21st. 
Elsewhere  in  the  Area  no  party  of  more  than  four  was  seen.  On 
Feb.  28th  35  flew  S.E.  at  Staines  early  in  the  morning  ;  the  previous 
evening  28  had  arrived  from  the  S.E.,  and  similar  movements  were 
reported  on  other  evenings.  Information  would  be  welcomed  on 
whether  the  parties  at  Syon  House  and  Littleton  and  Walton  Res., 
roost  there  or  fly  in  the  direction  of  Staines  in  the  evening. 

29  Shag 

Many  more  records  than  usual. 

E*  Brentwood,  an  exhausted  bird  found  in  a  garden  on  Feb.  5th  (hm). 
Girling  Res.,  an  immature  on  Dec.  11th  (jlfp).  Walthamstow 
Res.,  an  immature  found  dead  on  Dec.  19th  had  been  shot  (wcd)  ; 
this  may  have  been  the  bird  seen  at  Girling  Res. 
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E/H/M  The  following  records  which  are  given  in  date  order  probably 
refer  to  two  birds  only  :  Girling  Res.,  an  immature  on  Feb.  9th  ; 
Tottenham,  an  immature  caught  on  the  banks  of  the  River  Lea 
on  Feb.  14th,  was  treated  by  the  R.S.P.C.A.  ;  Fishers  Green  G.F., 
and.  River  Lea,  Gheshunt,  an  adult  on  Feb.  15th  ;  on  Feb.  16th 
the  immature  was  released  by  the  R.S.P.C.A.  on  the  River  Lea  at 
Gheshunt,  the  adult  still  being  present  ;  Gheshunt  G.P.,  an  immature 
'  on  Feb.  27th  and  28th  and  Mar,  7th  (dah,  Jlfp). 

M  Staines,  King  George  VI  Res.,  an  immature  on  Sept.  11th  (fhj,  hpm). 

M/S  One  flying  up  the  River  Thames  between  Chiswick  and  Barnes 
on  Dec.  15th  (h)  . 

Inner  London,  one  on  the  Thames  near  Lambeth  Bridge  on  Feb. 
2nd  (hch)  ;  an  immature  brought  to  the  Natural  History  Tvluseum 
for  identification  had  been  picked  up  on  Westminster  Bridge  on 
Dec.  8th  (dg). 

30  Heron 

B/M  An  albino  was  frequently  seen  in  the  Colne  valley  from  July  to  the 
end  of  the  year,  and  one  at  Bushy  Park  in  July  was  presumably  the 
same  bird.  The  plumage  was  dingy  white  with  very  slightly  darker 
primaries,  and  there  were  dark  tips  to  the  slightly  elongated  crown 
feathers  ;  the  upper  mandible  and  lores  were  lead-coloured,  and  the 
lower  mandible  brownish-yellow  ;  the  iris  was  yellow  and  the  legs 
blackish-brown. 

The  number  of  occupied  nests  at  heronries  in  1954  was  196  compared 
with  193  in  1953  ;  details  are  given  below  : 

E*  Little  Parndon,  13  (wcd)  ;  Walthamstow  Res.,  69  (ag,  hwr, 
pfcr)  ;  Wanstead  Park,  6  (gw). 

M  Kempton  Park,  85  (emg). 

S  Gatton  Park,  10  (hb)  ;  Richmond  Park,  13  (bam). 

37  Little  Bittern 

E*  Nazeing  G.P.,  an  adult  male  on  May  30th  (dah,  JLFp).  Satisfactory 
field  notes  have  been  received  and  details  are  published  in  the 
Essex  Bird  Report,  1954,  p.  9. 

S  Richmond  Park,  an  immature  at  the  Pen  Ponds  was  first  identified 
on  Aug.  20th  by  bam  ;  on  the  21st  and  22nd  it  was  seen  by  several 
observers  in  the  morning  and  evening  perching  on  willows  on  the 
islands  and  flying  from  there  to  the  edges  of  the  pond  to  feed,  but 
spent  most  of  the  day  in  a  reed  bed,  over  which  it  was  seen  in  flight 
on  Aug.  23rd  and  24th  (gb,  padh,  fhj,  hpm  et  al.).  On  Aug.  27th 
and  29th,  an  immature,  presumably  the  same  bird,  was  seen  at  a 
muddy  pool  at  Beddington  S.F.  (web,  bsm).  Field  notes  have  been 
received  from  both  localities. 

46  Teal 

No  breeding  records  have  been  received. 
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Garganey 

Rainham,  a  drake  on  Berwick  Pond  on  Apr.  17th  (bph).  Seward- 
stone  G.P.,  a  duck  on  Aug.  28th  (jlfp). 

H  Hamper  Mill,  two  drakes  on  Mar.  17th  (hj). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  July  18th  (mc,  whd,  ag,  cmv).  Staines, 
King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  July  7th  and  Sept.  4th  and  two  on 
Aug.  30th  (iCTN,  NHP,  cmv). 

S  South  Norwood  Lake,  a  drake  on  Mar.  14th  and  a  duck  on  Apr. 
12th  (rhw). 

49  Gadwall 

H  Old  Parkbury  G.P.,  one  on  several  dates  from  Jan.  17th  to  Apr- 
25th  (mgr,  bls)  ;  two  on  Aug.  23rd  (ehw). 

M  Ruislip  Res.,  a  drake  on  Feb.  13th  (bpp).  Staines,  King  George 
VI  Res.,  three  drakes  on  Jan.  31st,  one  on  Mar.  7th,  a  pair  on 
Apr.  4th,  two  drakes  on  Dec.  12th  and  three  drakes  and  a  duck  on 
Dec. '2 7th  (gjj,  fhj,  hpm,  cmv). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  reported  in  every  month  of  the  year,  maximum  c. 
30  on  Mar.  2nd  and  Oct.  11th  (awb,  abmm  et  al.)  ;  one  pair  bred 
(kve,  hpm,  abmm,  aggt).  Richmond  Park,  a  drake  on  the  Pen 
Ponds  on  Jan.  10th  (edb).  Walton  G.P.,  a  drake  on  Jan.  7th  and 
three  on  Dec.  19th  (kpk,  res). 

50  Wigeon 

M  A  pair  remained  in  the  Staines  area  as  late  as  May  30th  (rwh  et  al.). 

M/S  Inner  London,  there  were  wild  visitors  to  Kensington  Gardens  and 
St.  James’s  Park  as  usual  (many  observers),  and  three  were  seen 
flying  over  the  Royal  Festival  Hall  on  Feb.  1st  (hch). 

52  Pintail 

E  Fishers  Green  G.P.,  a  drake  on  Feb.  20th  (fr).  King  George  V 
Res.,  eight  flying  S.W.  on  Jan.  31st,  and  a  drake  on  Feb.  15th  and 
16th  (fbc,  JLFP,  fr).  Rainham,  three  on  Jan.  30th  (rs).  Waltham¬ 
stow  Res.,  a  drake  on  Jan.  31st,  five  on  Feb.  2nd,  and  three  drakes 
on  Feb.  7th  (fbc,  wgd). 

H  Aldenham  Res.,  a  drake  on  Oct.  24th  (ehw). 

M  Brent  Res.,  three  drakes  on  Apr.  16th  (ehw).  Littleton,  Queen 
Mary  Res.,  a  drake  and  a  duck  on  Apr.  7th  (ictn).  Ponders  End 
S.F.,  eight  in  flight  on  Jan.  31st,  the  same  party  as  that  recorded 
at  King  George  V  Res.,  Essex  (fbc).  Staines,  King  George  VI 
Res.,  one  on  Jan.  24th  (caw). 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  three  on  Jan.  30th,  and  a  drake  on  several  dates  from 
Feb.  3rd  to  Mar.  7th  (adb,  fjh). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  to  four  on  many  dates  from  Jan.  31st  to  Mar.  21st 
(many  observers).  Beddington  S.F.,  a  drake  and  a  duck  from  Feb. 
4th  to  7th  (bpa,  bsm,  htmw).  Island  Barn  Res.,  a  drake  on  Feb. 
14th  and  two  drakes  on  Feb.  27th  and  Mar.  7th  (dp,  aggt). 

Inner  London,  a  duck  on  the  ice  in  Battersea  Park  on  Feb.  7th  (jnar). 
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53  Shoveler 

E*  Fishers  Green  G.P.,  several  in  May,  June  and  July  for  the  third 
summer  in  succession,  but  no  evidence  of  breeding  (dah,  JLFp)  . 

M  At  least  two  pairs  remained  in  the  Staines-Perry  Oaks  area  during 
the  summer,  but  no  proof  of  breeding  was  obtained  (many  observers) . 
Inner  London,  a  pair  on  the  lake  in  Regent’s  Park  on  Mar.  26th  (hch). 

55  Scaup 

E*  Lea  valley  reservoirs,  many  records  of  from  one  to  five  during  the 
period  Jan.  27th  to  Apr.  4th  (fbc,  wcd,  dah,  jlfp,  hwr). 

H  Aldenham  Res.,  a  drake  on  Jan.  3rd  and  Feb.  28th  (ehw). 

M  Littleton,  Queen  Mary  Res.,  unusually  numerous  during  the  period 
Feb.  6th  to  Apr.  7th,  with  a  maximum  of  20  on  Mar.  6th  (cmv  et  al.). 
Staines  Res.,  one  to  three  on  several  dates  from  Jan.  17th  to  Mar. 
21st  and  from  Oct.  30th  to  Dec.  26th  (many  observers). 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  a  drake  from  Jan.  30th  to  Feb.  13th  (fjh).  Stone 
Marshes,  one  to  four  on  several  dates  in  January  and  February 

(WIB,  JJG,  FJH,  KHP). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  6th,  two  on  Mar.  10th  and  13th,  and 
three  on  Mar.  20th  (ag,  fhj,  sk,  abmm).  Island  Barn  Res.,  four  on 
Feb.  27th  and  six  on  Mar.  7th  (dp,  aggt).  Molesey  and  Walton 
Res.,  one  to  four  on  several  dates  from  Jan.  3rd  to  Feb.  14th,  and 
one  on  Dec.  12th  (pbl,  dp). 

56  Tufted  Duck 

More  reports  of  breeding  than  in  recent  years,  but  it  seems  likely 
that  others  breed  unrecorded.  Additional  information  would  be 
welcome. 

E  Breeding  proved  at  *Nazeing  G.P.,  Stewardstone,  and  Walthamstow 
Res.  (two  pairs),  and  suspected  at  ^Fishers  Green  G.P.  (wcd,  jlfp). 
H  Breeding  reported  at  Broxbourne  G.P.,  Broxbourne  S.F.  (two  pairs), 
and  Maple  Cross  G.P.,  and  suspected  at  Cheshunt  G.P.  (jlfp,  bpp). 
M  Inner  London,  bred  in  Hyde  Park  and  Kensington  Gardens  for 
the  first  time  since  1938  ;  three  to  four  broods  were  seen  (ghh, 

RWH,  CHFP  et  al.). 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  one,  possibly  two,  pairs  bred  (wib,  gjh,  fjh). 

S  Bred  at  Barn  Elms,  Barnes  Pond  (three  pairs),  Gatton  Park,  Kew 
Gardens  (two  pairs),  and  Richmond  Park  (two  pairs)  (hb,  edb, 
FHJ,  jwl,  aggt  et  al.). 

Six  recoveries  of  birds  ringed  in  St.  James’s  Park  by  ag  and  tlb 
were  reported  during  the  year  ;  three  of  these  were  recovered  where 
ringed,  and  details  of  the  others  are  given  below. 

Ringed  28th  Feb.,  1944 — recovered  at  the  delta  of  the  River  Dvina, 
near  Archangel,  25th  May,  1952. 

Ringed  28th  Jan.  1952 — shot  at  Wychner  Park,  Burton-on-Trent, 
21st  Dec.,  1953. 

Ringed  4th  Sept.,  1952 — shot  at  Lusignan,  Vienne,  France,  on  6th 
Jan.,  1954. 
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57  Pochard 

E*  Two  to  three  pairs  present  at  Nazeing  G.P.,  during  the  summer 
(JLFP). 

H  Broxbourne  S.F.,  one  pair  suspected  of  breeding  ;  Cheshunt  G.P., 
three  pairs  throughout  the  breeding  season,  one  strongly  suspected 
of  breeding  but  not  proved  (jlfp)  . 

M  Inner  London  :  wild  birds  bred  in  Regent’s  Park  for  the  second  year 
running  ;  at  least  four,  possibly  six,  broods  were  hatched  (hgh, 
EHw  et  al.). 

S  Inner  London  :  two  pairs  nested  in  Battersea  Park  for  the  first  time, 
but  no  young  survived  (jnar). 

60  Goldeneye 

E  Reported  from  the  Lea  valley  reservoirs  up  to  May  1st  and  again 
from  Dec.  12  th  ;  the  numbers  exceeded  five  only  at  King  George  V 
Res.  where  a  maximum  of  15  was  reached  on  Feb.  24th  and  again 
on  Mar.  21st  (jlfp  et  al.).  Fishers  Green  G.P.,  two  on  Feb.  21st 
(fbc,  dah). 

H  Single  birds  only  at  Aldenham  Res.,  Cheshunt  G.P.,  and  Cheshunt 
Marsh  in  February  and  March  (dah,  jlfp,  bls,  ehw). 

M  Many  records  from  the  Brent,  Littleton  and  Staines  Reservoirs 
up  to  Apr.  25th  and  from  Oct.  23rd,  the  maximum  c.  35  at  Staines 
on  Dec.  15th  (many  observers).  Inner  London,  St.  James’s  Park, 
one  on  Feb.  19th  and  two  on  Oct.  14th  and  25th  (tlb,  ecd). 

S  Up  to  Mar.  10th  and  from  Nov.  28th  there  were  many  records  from 
Island  Barn,  Molesey  and  Walton  Reservoirs,  and  from  Barn  Elms 
Res.  and  the  adjacent  stretch  of  the  River  Thames,  but  the  numbers 
did  not  exceed  eight  (many  observers). 

61  Long-tailed  Duck 

M  A  female,  first  seen  by  hpm  at  Queen  Mary  Res.,  Littleton,  on  Feb. 
6th,  was  reported  at  the  Staines  reservoirs  from  Feb.  14th  to  27th, 
at  Queen  Mary  Res.  again  from  Mar.  6th  to  Apr.  4th,  and  was  last 
seen  at  Staines  Res.  on  Apr.  10th  (many  observers). 

62  Velvet  Scoter 

M  Littleton,  Queen  Mary  Res.,  an  immature  on  Nov.  28th  (cmv). 
Staines,  King  George  VI  Res.,  a  duck  on  Jan.  27th  and  28th  (hpm). 

64  Common  Scoter 

E  *Girling  Res.,  a  duck  on  Feb.  10th  (jlfp).  King  George  V  Res., 
a  drake  on  *Jan.  5th,  a  duck  found  dead  on  *Jan.  31st,  and  one  on 
Mar.  7th  (fbc,  jlfp).  *Walthamstow  Res.,  a  duck  on  Oct.  21st 
(wcd)  . 

M  Staines  Res.,  10  on  July  12th  (padh)  and  a  drake  on  Nov.  20th  (js). 
Staines,  King  George  VI  Res.,  a  drake  on  Feb.  7th,  a  duck  on  May 
9th,  a  pair  on  July  12th  and  a  drake  on  Sept.  27th  (padh,  hpm,  caw). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  a  drake  and  a  duck  on  Apr.  25th  and  a  duck  on 
Sept.  27th  (wHD,  HPM,  dp). 
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69  Red-breasted  Merganser 

Only  one  adult  drake  was  reported,  all  the  others  were  brown¬ 
headed  birds. 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  from  Jan.  31st  to  Feb.  4th  (gcg,  hch,  ehw).  Staines 
Res,,  a  drake  on  Mar.  6th  (dwt). 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  one  on  Feb.  21st  (fjh).  Stone  Marshes,  one  on  Feb. 
20th  and  21st  (wib,  fjh,  khp). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  three  on  Feb.  20th  (aggt).  Walton  Res.,  one  on 
Dec.  26th  and  30th  (jsc). 

70  Goosander 

Recorded  up  to  Apr.  29th  and  from  Nov.  16th  ;  unless  otherwise 
stated,  maxima  for  the  main  localities  only  are  given. 

E  *Girling  Res.,  26  on  Feb.  10th  when  King  George  V  Res.  was  frozen 
(jLFp).  *King  George  V  Res.,  29  on  Feb.  15th  and  16th  (jlfp). 
Walthamstow  Res.,  five  on  Jan.  31st  (wcd). 

M  Littleton,  Queen  Mary  Res.,  31  on  Feb.  7th  (Wildfowl  census). 

Staines  reservoirs,  38  on  Feb.  14th  (gjj). 

K  Stone  Marshes,  a  duck  on  Jan.  10th  is  the  only  record  (wib). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  25  on  Dec.  26th  (ji).  Beddington  S.F.,  38  fiying 
N.E.  on  Apr.  13th  is  the  only  record  (bsm).  Island  Barn  Res., 
18  on  Mar.  7th  (Wildfowl  census).  Molesey  and  Walton  Res., 
over  100  counted  on  several  dates  at  the  end  of  February  and  in 
March,  the  maximum  being  175  on  Mar.  7th  (Wildfowl  census). 

71  Smew 

Recorded  up  to  Apr.  19th  and  from  Nov.  6th  ;  unless  otherwise 
stated,  maxima  for  the  main  localities  only  are  given. 

E  Girling  Res.,  11  on  Feb.  10th  when  King  George  V  Res.  was  frozen 
(jlfp).  *King  George  V  Res.,  12  on  Feb.  5th  (jlfp).  Waltham¬ 
stow  Res.,  37  on  Feb.  14th  (wcd). 

H  Most  records  are  of  one  or  two  only,  the  maximum  eight  at  Cheshunt 
G.P.  on  Feb.  20th  (dah). 

M  Brent  Res.,  69  on  Mar.  7th  (jcl).  Hampton  Res.,  39  on  Feb.  7th 
is  unusual  for  this  locality  ;  at  this  time  some  other  reservoirs  were 
frozen  (Wildfowl  census).  Littleton,  Queen  Mary  Res.,  10  on  Mar. 
7th  (Wildfowl  census).  Staines  Res.,  16  on  Feb.  21st  (dimw).  Inner 
London  (all  records)  ;  Regent’s  Park,  an  adult  male  and  a  red¬ 
headed  bird  on  Feb.  19th  and  a  red-head  on  Mar.  10th  (hch)  ; 
St.  James’s  Park,  three  to  four  between  Feb.  10th  and  Mar.  4th, 
and  two  still  present  on  Mar.  10th  (many  observers). 

K  A  few  records  of  from  one  to  seven  birds  at  Ruxley  G.P.  and  Stone 
Marshes  in  January,  February  and  March  (adb,  wib,  fjh,  khp). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  34  on  Jan.  24th  (abw).  Island  Barn  Res.,  12  on 
Feb.  7th  (Wildfowl  census).  Molesey  and  Walton  Reservoirs, 
c.  30  on  Feb.  21st  (pbl).  Walton  G.P.s  25  on  Jan.  23rd  and  Feb. 
21st  (dp,  rfs). 
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73  Shelduck 

E  *Rainham,  a  pair  with  three  downy  young  on  June  4th  (swls)  ;  this 
is  the  first  proof  of  breeding  in  the  London  Area.  Fishers  Green 
G.P.,  a  drake  and  a  duck  on  Mar.  21st  (jlfp).  King  George  V 
Res.,  three  on  Jan.  31st  and  four  in  flight  on  Apr.  24th  (fbc,  wcd). 
Walthamstow  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  21st  (wcd). 

M  Many  records  of  one  or  two  at  the  Staines  reservoirs  from  February 
to  April  and  in  July,  August,  and  December,  and  five  flying  S.E. 
there  on  Feb.  16th  (hpm  et  al).  Littleton,  Queen  Mary  Res., 
two  on  Mar.  7th  (Wildfowl  census).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  eight  flew 
over  on  Aug.  8th  (ag,  gls). 

K  Stone  Marshes,  two  pairs  in  May  and  June  (wib)  ;  two  immatures 
Sept.  17th  to  24th  (gb,  wib,  khp). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  three  on  Jan.  30th  and  31st,  two,  Feb.  1st  to  6th 
and  one  up  to  Mar.  13th  (many  observers)  ;  a  very  wary  flock  of 
12  on  Mar.  15th  had  left  by  the  next  day  (abmm).  Richmond 
Park, 'Pen  Ponds,  one  on  Nov.  21st  (ea). 

76  White-fronted  Goose 

M  Hampstead  Ponds,  a  first  winter  bird  from  Jan.  3rd  to  May  7th  ; 
Peter  Scott  stated  in  response  to  an  enquiry  that  “  .  .  .  no  White- 
fronts  are  being  bred  in  captivity  in  this  country,  nor  so  far  as  I 
know,  anywhere  else  in  Europe  ...”  (gt  et  al.).  London  Airport, 
three  on  Jan.  4th  and  5th  (dap,  nhp).  Ruislip,  three  skeins  totalling 
80-100  geese  flew  over  Copse  Wood  heading  E.  on  Mar.  20th  ; 
all  those  calling  were  White-fronted  Geese  (nhp). 

S  Sutton,  64  flying  E.  on  Feb.  1st  ;  barring  on  underparts  clearly  seen 
(dag,  res)  ;  a  large  flock  of  geese  flying  E.  over  Beddington  S.F. 
the  same  day  seen  by  one  of  the  workmen  and  reported  to  bsm  were 
presumably  the  same  birds. 

78(b)  Pink-footed  Goose 

H  St.  Albans,  four  flying  S.W.  on  Nov.  11th  (rc). 

M  Uxbridge,  30  +  in  flight  on  Jan.  30th  (jwd,  rhmr). 

75-78  Grey  Geese  (species  not  identified) 

H  Barnet,  20  flying  S.W.  early  in  the  morning  of  Nov.  24th  and  c. 
50  flying  S.E.  in  the  afternoon  (bls). 

M  Stanwell,  15  flying  N.E.  on  Jan.  31st  (rwh,  fhj,  hpm). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  three  in  flight  on  Feb.  1st  (abmm). 

82  Canada  Goose 

E*  North  Weald,  six  flying  S.  on  Jan.  23rd  (wcd,  hwr). 

M  Staines,  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  flew  over  with  two  Mute  Swans 
on  Feb.  1 1th  (bpp). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  a  flooded  meadow  on  Mar.  30th  (bsm). 
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86  Bewick’s  Swan 

M  Littleton,  Queen  Mary  Res.,  three  adults  on  Feb.  7th  (Rdac,  egp, 
CMv).  Ruislip  Res.,  two  adults  and  two  immatures  on  Feb.  21st 
(cB,  BPP,  NHP).  Staines  Res.,  an  adult  on  Feb.  7th  (jwd,  rhmr). 
Staines,  King  George  VI  Res.,  six  adults  and  three  immatures  on 
Jan.  8th  (ictn). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  an  adult  on  Mar.  26th  (sd,  rwh,  h,  abmm). 

91  Buzzard 

M  Inner  London,  one  soaring  over  the  City  of  London  on  June  30th 
(rbw). 

98  Honey  Buzzard 

S  Mickleham,  one  seen  flying  W.  at  Juniper  Top  on  July  27th  by  bpa 
passed  within  100  yards.  Compared  with  the  Buzzard,  with  which 
the  observer  is  familiar,  the  wings  were  narrower  and  the  tail  longer 
and  square  ended.  The  head  was  rather  small  but  prominent. 
Head,  back  and  upperside  of  wing  were  dark  brown  ;  the  underparts 
whitish,  but  the  breast  dark  brown  with  whitish  markings  ;  under¬ 
wing  brown  from  axillaries  to  carpal  joint,  the  rest  lighter  except 
for  dark  tips  and  two  dark  bands  running  parallel  with  the  edge  of 
the  wing  ;  the  tail  was  lightish  brown  with  a  broad  dark  terminal 
band  and  two  distinct  dark  bands  higher  up.  The  flight  was  easy, 
gliding  most  of  the  time,  with  occasional  flapping,  but  it  moved 
fast  against  a  strong  wind. 

99  Marsh  Harrier 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  satisfactory  details  and  a  sketch  have  been  receiv^ed 
of  an  immature  hunting  over  the  sludge  lagoons  and  a  wheat  field 
on  Sept.  5th  (web). 

100  Hen  Harrier 

K  Stone  Marshes,  a  “  ring-tail  ”  on  Nov.  13th  and  Dec.  1st  (wib,  fjh). 

100/102  Harrier  (species  not  identified) 

E*  Rainham,  a  “  ring-tail  ”  seen  on  the  marshes  by  a  farmer  on  Oct.  10th 
(rs). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  a  “  ring-tail  ”  flying  S.W.  on  Nov.  7th  (ji). 

104  Hobby 

E*  King  George  V  Res.,  one  from  Aug.  7th  to  15th  was  seen  to  take  a 
Swift  and  several  Sand  Martins  (dah,  jlfp). 

H  Old  Parkbury  G.P.,  two  on  Oct.  3rd  (rc).  An  adult  male  was  seen 
just  inside  the  London  Area  south  of  Sandridge  on  May  2nd  (dimw). 
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M  Hounslow  West,  one  on  July  12th  (ictn).  Ruislip,  one  on  June  5th 
and  10th  (tlb,  nhp).  Staines-Perry  Oaks  area,  one  on  May  30th 
and  on  several  dates  from  July  11th  to  Sept.  22nd  (eight  observers). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  many  dates  from  July  31st  to  Aug.  29th 
(bpa,  dag,  bsm,  res). 

105  Peregrine 

E*  Hainault,  one  flying  E.S.E.  at  Hog  Hill  on  Oct.  4th  (acp). 

H  Old  Parkbury  G.P.  and  Radlett  aerodrome,  one  on  Nov.  14th  (rc). 

M  Brent  Res.,  two  flying  N.W.  on  Mar.  20th  (ehw).  Hampstead 
Heath,  one  on  May  4th  (mfbb).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Sept.  25th 
(fhj,  hpm).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  19th  and  Nov.  28th  (hpm, 

CMV). 

107  Merlin 

E*  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Dec.  11th  (jlfp). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Apr.  8th  (ictn).  Staines,  King  George  VI 
Res.,  one  on  Feb.  7th  (rhmr,  caw).  Staines  Moor,  a  male  on  Aug. 
30th  (jfd). 

K  Dartford  Creek,  one  on  Aug.  22nd  (khp).  Stone  Marshes,  a  male 
on  Nov.  21st  (wib).  A  female  at  the  River  Darent  on  Dec.  28th 
(wib). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  a  female  on  Apr.  16th  (bpa,  bsm,  res).  Tadworth, 
one  on  May  6th  (hb). 

115  Red-legged  Partridge 

E  The  information  received  is  insufficient  to  indicate  whether  the 
status  given  in  the  L.B.R.,  18,  p.  13,  has  changed. 

H  The  only  records  received  are  for  the  Old  Parkbury-London  Colney- 
Sheriley-Radlett  area  where  it  remains  common  (jf,  rc,  ehw). 

M  Reported  in  the  breeding  season  at  Harefield,  Osterley  Park,  and 
the  Staines-Perry  Oaks  area. 

K  The  status  given  in  the  L.B.R.,  18,  p.  14,  appears  to  be  maintained. 

S  Pairs  were  present  in  the  breeding  season  at  Farleigh,  Kew  Gardens 
and  East  Molesey  (adb,  jwl,  dp). 

120  Water  Rail 

E*  Sewardstone  G.P.,  one  found  dead  on  Jan.  5th  (jlfp). 

H  Up  to  four  during  the  period  January  to  March  at  Broxbourne 
S.F.,  Hertford,  Hoddesdon  S.F.,  Napsbury  and  Waltham  Cross 
sewage  farms,  and  at  West  Hyde  ;  up  to  three  in  November  and 
December  at  Hoddesdon  and  Napsbury  sewage  farms  ;  a  juvenile 
capable  of  strong  flight  was  seen  at  Hoddesdon  S.F.  on  July  30th, 
and  one  on  Aug.  15th  (rc,  dah,  rej,  jlfp,  rls,  ehw). 
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M  One  or  two  up  to  Mar.  14th  at  Brent  Res.,  Harefield  Moor,  Osterley 
Park,  Ponders  End  S.F.,  and  Staines  Moor;  one  at  Spout  Wood, 
Stanwell,  on  Sept.  23rd  and  Nov.  28th  (many  observers). 

Inner  London  :  on  Oct.  27th  one  was  found  under  some  scrap 
metal  on  the  roof  of  the  Government  Laboratory,  Clement’s  Inn 
Passage,  W.C.2.;  it  was  injured  when  the  metal  was  disturbed  and 
had  to  be  painlessly  destroyed  by  the  P.D.S.A.  (adm). 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  one  on  several  occasions  in  January,  February,  and 
December  (fjh). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  reported  in  December,  1953  (see  18, 

p.  14)  remained  until  Feb.  2nd,  and  one  was  seen  on  Feb.  6th  and 
14th  ;  on  Mar.  27th,  one  with  a  claw  caught  under  wire  bound 
round  a  pipe  in  a  filter  bed  was  released  by  employees  of  the  Metro¬ 
politan  Water  Board  (many  observers).  Richmond  Park,  one  at  the 
Pen  Ponds  on  Aug.  23rd  (hpm,  jdw). 

125  Corncrake 

S  Ditton  Hill,  one  in  the  observer’s  garden  early  in  the  morning  on 
Apr.  15th  (nfs).  Satisfactory  details  have  been  received. 

127  Coot 

M  Inner  London  :  Kensington  Gardens,  a  pair  attempted  to  nest  on  the 
Long  Water  but  was  robbed  (chh,  chfp  et  al.)  ;  Regent’s  Park,  three 
pairs  nested,  one  rearing  a  second  brood  (hch,  ehw  et  al.)  ;  St. 
James’s  Park,  the  unprecedented  number  of  25  pairs  attempted 
to  nest,  20  making  definite  nests  and  five  rudimentary  nests  on  lawns, 
banks,  etc.  ;  only  13  young  were  reared  (sc). 

S  Inner  London  ;  Battersea  Park,  two  pairs  nested  for  the  first  time 
and  both  reared  young  (jnar). 

131  Oyster  catcher 

E*  King  George  V  Res.,  two  on  Aug.  1st  and  one  Aug.  15th  (dah, 

JLFP). 

H  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  on  Mar.  21st  (cb,  bpp,  nhp). 

M  Hampton  Court  Park,  one  at  the  Rick  Pond  on  Mar.  17th  and  18th 
(elc).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Mar.  21st  (tb).  Staines  Res., 
two  on  Apr.  26th  (dkm). 

K  Stone  Marshes,  five  on  Jan,  2nd  (fjh) 

S  Gatton  Lake,  one  on  Apr.  10th  (hb). 

134  Ringed  Plover 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  15th  and  Sept.  4th  ;  Nazeing 
G.P.,  one  on  May  15th  and  22nd  (jlfp).  Romford  S.F.,  one  on 
Sept.  4th  and  18th  (rrs). 

H  Hoddesdon  S.F.,  one  on  Mar.  20th  and  two  on  Aug.  8th  (jlfp). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  :  spring  passage  from  Mar.  24th  to  June  19th  ; 
the  numbers  did  not  exceed  four  except  during  the  period  May  9th 
to  June  9th  when  flocks  of  from  14  to  30  were  usual  ;  autumn  passage 
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from  July  Slst  to  Oct.  17th  ;  the  numbers  exceeded  ten  only  during 
the  periods  July  Slst  to  Aug.  25th  (maximum  30  on  Aug.  15th  and 
20th)  and  Sept.  5th  to  11th  (many  observers).  Ponders  End  S.F., 
two  on  May  22nd,  one  to  six  on  several  dates  from  July  10th  to  Aug. 
26th,  and  one  on  Oct.  10th  (fbc,  dah,  jlfp).  Staines  Res.,  one  on 
Apr.  ~25th,  six  on  May  23rd  and  one  on  Sept.  18th  (rsh,  fhj,  hpm, 

EHW). 

K  Stone  Marshes,  the  only  spring  records  are  of  single  birds  on  May  7th 
and  June  26th  ;  the  autumn  passage  lasted  from  July  16th  to  Sept. 
19th  with  a  maximum  of  92  on  Aug.  15th  and  20th  (gb,  wib,  fjh, 

KHP). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Sept.  17th  (hpm,  aggt).  Beddington  S.F., 
one  on  Aug.  3rd  (bsm). 

135  Little  Ringed  Plover 

About  18  pairs  spent  the  summer  in  the  Area  and  nine  of  these 
certainly  bred  :  there  was  thus  no  change  in  the  overall  figures 
from  those  for  1953  (see  L.B.R.,  18,  p.  15)  but  more  birds  were  re¬ 
corded  in  Kent  and  fewer  in  Middlesex. 

E*  At  one  locality,  certainly  two  and  probably  three  pairs  bred,  but  only 
four  young  are  known  to  have  reached  the  free-flying  stage.  One 
pair  bred  at  another  gravel  pit,  and  at  a  third  three  birds  stayed 
for  most  of  the  breeding  season  but  nesting  was  not  proved  (jlfp). 
One  or  two  occurred  in  spring  and  autumn  at  King  George  V  Res. 
and  Sewardstone  G.P.  and  in  June  and  July  at  Romford  S.F.  (dah, 
JLFP,  rrs)  . 

H  A  pair  nested  and  raised  four  young,  all  of  which  were  ringed,  at 
the  same  gravel  pit  as  in  1953  (pjkb,  rc  et  aL).  In  May  one  or  two 
were  reported  from  Gheshunt  S.F.,  Hoddesdon  S.F.,  and  Hamper 
Mill.  In  July,  one  was  seen  at  Gheshunt  on  the  3rd  and  five  at 
Hoddesdon  on  the  4th  ;  three  seen  at  Hoddesdon  on  July  30th  had 
decreased  to  one  by  Aug.  11th.  On  June  9th,  ehw  saw  one  on  the 
shingly  edge  of  the  River  Ver  N.W.  of  Radlett. 

M  One  to  four  were  seen  at  Perry  Oaks  S.F.  from  Mar.  24th  almost 
continuously  through  the  breeding  season  and  up  to  Sept.  19th  ; 
it  seems  likely  that  at  least  one  pair  bred  nearby  but  no  proof  was 
obtained.  Elsewhere,  birds  were  seen  in  May  or  June  at  four 
suitable  localities  but  again  breeding  was  not  proved.  In  addition 
two  were  seen  at  King  George  VI  Res.  on  Apr.  19th  and  one  on 
May  1st,  one  at  Staines  Res.  on  May  22nd  and  one  at  Ponders  End 
S.F.  on  several  dates  from  March  to  August  with  two  on  June  6th 
and  four  on  July  24th  (many  observers). 

K  Two  were  seen  at  the  original  gravel  pit  on  Apr.  25th  and  28th  but 
not  subsequently  (fjh).  Five  pairs  occupied  two  other  sites  (one  of 
which  was  the  site  mentioned  in  L.B.R.  17  and  18)  ;  all  are  known  to 
have  attempted  nesting  and  three  pairs  hatched  young  (per  ehg). 
On  the  Stone  Marshes,  three  were  seen  on  May  7th  and  two,  dis- 
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playing,  on  May  9th  and  12th,  but  they  do  not  seem  to  have  stayed  ; 
up  to  four  were  seen  on  many  dates  in  July  and  August  and  nine 
(including  at  least  four  juveniles)  were  present  on  July  11th  (khp 
et  al.). 

S  At  one  gravel  pit  a  pair  seen  in  June  behaved  as  if  breeding.  At 
another,  two  were  mating  on  Apr.  25th  but  were  not  seen  on  later 
visits  (dp).  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  May  1st  (gjh). 

139  Grey  Plover 

E*  Rainham,  one  on  Jan.  30th  (rs). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  two  from  Apr.  3rd  to  10th  (many  observers), 
one  on  May  22nd  (gjj),  four  on  June  6th  (caw),  two  on  July  31st 
(dkm),  and  one  on  Sept.  19th  (caw). 

140  Golden  Plover 

E  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  31st  ;  Nazeing,  c.  80  on  Mar.  21st  (jlfp). 
Romford  S.F.,  three  on  "^Aug.  15th  and  seven  on  Nov.  21st  (rrs). 
Waltham  Abbey,  one  on  Dec.  26th  (dah). 

H  Cheshunt  Marsh,  five  on  Mar.  21st  (bls).  Hoddesdon  S.F.,  seven 
on  Mar.  20th  (jlfp).  Shenleybury,  c.  300  up  to  Mar.  24th,  and 
smaller  numbers  until  Apr.  13th  ;  40  on  Oct.  3rd  rising  to  c.  300 
on  Nov.  21st  and  c.  350  on  Dec.  17th  (rc,  bls,  dwt,  ehw). 

M  Enfield  Lock,  c.  25  on  Jan.  30th  (jlfp).  Ruislip  Common,  one  on 
Oct.  17th  (bpp).  Staines  Moor,  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  and  London 
Airport,  up  to  Mar.  24th,  maximum  36  on  Jan.  27th,  and  from  Sept. 
8th  to  the  end  of  the  year,  maximum  seven  on  Sept.  25th  (hpm 
et  al.). 

S  Barn  Elms'  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  2nd  and  7th  and  25-30  on  Feb.  6th 
(mfbb,  h,  gls,  abw).  Beddington  S.F.,  one  to  ten  from  Jan.  3rd 
to  Mar.  20th,  and  one  on  Nov.  21st  (bpa,  dag,  bsm,  res). 

143  Turnstone 

M  Littleton,  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  on  May  13th  (pwpb).  Perry  Oaks 
S.F.,  one  on  May  9th  (dap)  ;  one  on  July  24th,  four  on  July  28th 
one  on  Aug.  11th  to  20th  (mc,  gcg,  hpm,  nhp  et  al.).  Staines  Res., 
one  on  Jan.  31st  (fhj,  hpm). 

K  Stone  Marshes,  one  on  Feb.  9th  (wib). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  May  9th  and  four  in  summer  plumage  on 
May  19th  (hpm,  aggt). 

145  Snipe 

Records  of  breeding  and  of  large  winter  fiocks  only  are  given. 

E*  Waltham  Abbey  Marshes,  c.  200  on  Dec.  26th  (dah). 

H  Hoddesdon  S.F.,  c.  200  on  Mar.  20th,  c.  150  on  Mar.  28th  and  in 
November  and  December  ;  c.  10  present  throughout  the  summer, 
but  breeding  not  proved  (dah,  jlfp). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  c.  250  on  Jan.  4th,  c.  200  Jan.  19th,  c.  100  Feb. 
13th  and  Mar.  25th  (nhp)  ;  r.  150  on  Nov.  13th  and  28th  (hpm). 
Staines  Moor,  a  nest  with  four  eggs  found  on  May  15th  (hpm). 
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S  Beddington  S.F,,  300  to  400  throughout  January  with  peaks  of  c. 
500  on  Jan.  2nd  and  c.  600  on  Jan  24th  ;  with  the  advent  of  the  cold 
spell,  the  numbers  fell  rapidly  and  many  died,  only  c.  120  being 
present  on  Jan.  31st  ;  by  Feb.  2nd  numbers  had  risen  to  c.  400, 
and  250  to  300  remained  for  the  rest  of  the  month  ;  during  March 
the  numbers  fluctuated  between  200  and  350,  and  declined  during 
April  to  c.  25  at  the  end  of  the  month  ;  four  pairs  bred  ;  c.  90  on 
Oct.  10th,  c.  150  on  Nov.  14th,  c.  300  on  Nov.  21st,  c.  450  by  Dec. 
24th  (bpa,  bsm,  res).  Epsom  S.F.,  100  +  on  Feb.  20th  (dp).  Limps- 
field,  one  drumming  at  Itchingwood  Common  on  May  27th  (adb). 

147  Jack  Snipe 

E*  Fishers  Green  G.P.,  one  on  Feb.  27th  (jlfp).  Romford  S.F.,  one 
on  Dec.  5th  and  11th  (rrs).  Sewardstone  G.P.,  one  on  Nov.  13th 
and  14th  and  Dec.  4th  (dah,  jlfp).  Waltham  Abbey,  one  on  Jan. 
30th  (dah). 

H  Hoddesdon  S.F.,  four  to  six  in  March  and  April,  and  nine  to  thirteen 
in  November  and  December  (dah,  jlfp).  Old  Parkbury  G.P., 
one  on  Jan.  10th  and  two  on  Jan.  31st  (bls,  ehw).  Stocker’s  Lake, 
one  on  Mar.  3rd  (tlb,  bpp).  West  Hyde  G.P.,  three  on  Jan.  31st 
(Rej). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  or  two  on  five  dates  from  Jan.  3rd  to  Mar.  21st 
(jFD,  HAHS,  DWT,  EHw) .  Perry  Oaks  S.E.,  single  birds  on  Jan.  4th, 
Mar.  24th,  Nov.  21st  and  28th,  and  two  on  Mar.  27th  (hch,  fhj, 
HPM,  NHP,  GLs).  Ponders  End  S.E.,  two  on  Jan.  27th  (fbc).  Ruislip 
Res.,  one  on  Jan.  14th  and  Dec.  5th  (tlb).  Staines  Moor,  five  on 
Nov.  28th  (jwD,  rhmr).  Inner  London  :  one  picked  up  exhausted 
at  St.  Paul’s  School,  W.  14,  on  Feb.  8th,  died  during  the  night  (fjlm)  ; 
this  is  the  fourth  record  for  Inner  London. 

K  Ruxley  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  23rd,  three  on  Jan.  30th  and  Feb.  3rd, 
one  on  Dec.  5th  (fjh).  Stone  Marshes,  two  on  Feb.  7th  (khp). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  24th  (whd).  Beddington  S.E.,  three 
to  eight  during  most  of  January,  but  on  the  31st,  when  all  the  fields 
but  two  were  frozen,  42  were  counted  ;  by  Feb.  14th  the  numbers 
had  declined  to  three,  and  fluctuated  between  one  and  eight  up  to 
May  1st  ;  one  on  Aug.  14th  ;  from  Oct.  9th  to  the  end  of  the  year, 
the  numbers  fluctuated  between  one  and  nine,  but  17  were  counted 
on  Nov.  28th  and  14  on  Dec.  5th  (bpa,  dag,  bsm,  res  et  al.).  Epsom 
S.F.,  one  on  Jan.  31st,  and  Mar.  13th,  and  two  on  Dec.  27th  (dp, 
dar).  Ham  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  21st  (frm).  Hersham  S.F.,  one  on 
Oct.  3rd,  Nov.  28th  and  Dec.  12th  (dp). 

148  Woodcock 

E  *Chingford,  one  flying  over  the  railway  station  on  Jan.  17th  (jlfp). 
Hainault  Forest,  single  birds  on  Jan.  23rd  and  30th  and  Mar.  27th 
(mrc).  Romford  S.F.,  one  on  Nov.  14th  (rrs).  *  South  Weald 
Park,  two  on  May  22nd  (mgo). 

H  Aldenham  Res.,  one  on  July  22nd  (ehw).  Hertford,  one  on  Jan.  10th 
(rls)  . 
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M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  31st  and  Feb.  2nd  and  3rd  (mc,  gcg,  ehw). 
Bushy  Park,  one  on  several  dates  in  January  (per  emg).  Hampstead 
Heath,  single  birds  flushed  on  three  occasions  on  Feb.  7th  (gt). 
Harefleld,  one  on  Mar.  15th  (bpp).  Ruislip,  one  on  Feb.  9th,  and 
one  roding  throughout  the  breeding  season  (cb,  bpp,  nhp).  Stan- 
more  Common,  one  on  Jan.  30th  and  Dec.  4th  (fhj,  hpm,  ehw). 
Inner  London  :  Holland  Park,  one  during  February  (fth)  :  Ken¬ 
sington  Gardens,  one  on  Apr.  19th  (whcw)  ;  Regent’s  Park,  one 
on  Feb.  5th  and  one  on  Mar.  25th  (hch,  gjj,  ehw)  ;  one  was  also 
seen  in  the  garden  of  48,  Clarendon  Road,  W.ll,  on  Mar.  26th 
(smf). 

K  Bexley,  one  in  Churchfleld  Wood  on  Feb.  6th  (khp).  Greenwich 
Park,  one  on  seven  dates  from  Feb.  6th  to  24th  (reg,  wgt).  Holwood 
Park,  one  on  Jan.  30th  (jjg). 

S  Ashtead  Common,  one  roding  on  May  21st  (htmw).  Banstead 
Heath,  one  on  Mar.  21st  (hb).  Barn  Elms  Res.,  single  birds  on  Feb. 
6th,  Mar.  27th  and  Nov.  4th  (whd,  hpm,  abmm,  gt).  Bookham 
Common,  one  on  May  8th  and  Dec.  12th  (emh).  Dulwich  Woods, 
single  birds  on  many  dates  up  to  Mar.  5th  (iss,  RHtv).  Esher  Com¬ 
mon,  single  birds  and  parties  of  up  to  four  seen  frequently  in  June 
(jcsf).  Godstone,  one  on  Jan.  7th  (adb).  Kew  Gardens,  one  on 
Nov.  22nd  (js).  Mitcham  Common,  one  on  Feb.  6th  and  20th 
(bpa,  fhj,  hpm).  Leatherhead,  a  nest  found  on  Apr.  16th  (hh). 
Richmond  Park,  two  on  Jan.  1st,  and  one  on  Oct.  23rd  and  Nov.  15th 
(h).  Tadworth,  two  roding  on  May  25th,  and  one  flying  over  on 
May  26th  (rch). 


150  Curlew 

A  few  records  of  up  to  four  birds  during  the  winter  months  and  on 
spring  passage  ;  most  reports  concern  the  autumn  passage  when 
many  parties  were  seen,  especially  in  August,  the  largest  being  29 
on  Aug.  15th. 


151  Whimbrel 

M  Mill  Hill,  one  flying  N.  after  dark  on  May  23rd  was  calling  (ehw). 
Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  May  1st  (gwl)  ;  seven  flying  S.W.  on 
July  31st  (whd,  AG  nhp)  ;  one  flying  S.  on  Aug.  7th  (fhj,  hpm)  ; 
one  with  a  flock  of  Curlew  on  Aug.  20th  (htmw)  ;  one  calling  of  a 
flock  of  13  flying  W.  on  Aug.  21st  (whd,  ag)  ;  one  on  Sept.  5th 
(gjj).  Ruislip  Res.,  two  on  May  1st  (bpp).  Stanwell,  11  flying 
N.N.E.,  calling,  on  May  29th  (hab). 

K  Eltham,  birds  heard  calling,  flying  E.  at  6.30  a.m.  on  Aug.  30th 
(gcb). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  flying  W.,  calling,  on  May  4th  (hpm) 
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154  Black-tailed  Godwit 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  a  party  of  six  in  summer  plumage  flew  over  the 
beds  on  Apr.  1 1th  but  did  not  alight  (rsh,  caw).  Ponders  End  S.F., 
one  on  Aug.  1 1  th  (dah)  . 

155  Bar-lailed  Godwit 

M  Ponders  End  S.F.,  one  trapped  in  the  sludge  on  Sept.  6th  was  rescued 
by  JD,  cleaned,  and  released  the  following  day. 

K  Stone  Marshes,  one  on  several  dates  from  Feb.  9th  to  21st  (wib, 

KHP). 

156  Green  Sandpiper 

Recorded  in  every  month  of  the  year  ;  in  winter  usually  not  exceeding 
three  birds  ;  on  spring  passage  up  to  five,  and  on  autumn  passage 
up  to  eight  ;  an  unusual  record  is  of  1 1  seen  feeding  together  at 
Floddesdon  S.F.,  Flerts.,  on  Nov.  14th  by  jlfp. 

157  Wood  Sandpiper 

H  Cheshunt  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  15th  ;  Hoddesdon  S.F.,  one  on  Aug. 
29th  (jlfp).  Napsbury  S.F.,  two  on  Aug.  28th  and  29th  and  up  to 
four  in  September  (rc,  ehw).  Old  Parkbury  G.P.,  one  on  Aug. 
23rd  (ehw). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  July  11th,  one  to  four  on  most  dates  from 
Aug.  7th  to  Sept.  8th,  and  one  on  Sept.  26th  and  27th  (hpm,  nhp 
et  al.).  Staines  Res.,  two  on  Sept.  5th  (gls). 

K  Riverhead,  near  Sevenoaks,  one  flew  over  a  pond,  calling,  on  Aug. 
22nd  (dep). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  Aug.  8th  to  11th,  two  Aug.  20th  to  22nd, 
and  one  Aug.  29th  (bsm,  htmw). 

159  Common  Sandpiper 

Spring  passage  from  Apr.  25th  to  June  2nd,  the  maximum  seven  at 
the  Brent  Res.  on  May  11th;  the  autumn  passage  took  place  between 
June  28th  and  Oct.  10th,  with  a  maximum  of  33  at  King  George  V 
Res.,  Essex,  on  July  24th.  Other  records  are  given  below. 

E*  Girling  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  17th  (dah,  jlfp).  Nazeingbury  G.P., 
one  displaying  in  flight  on  June  5th,  but  no  second  bird  seen  (jlfp). 
H  A  pair  summered  at  a  gravel  pit  near  Old  Parkbury,  and  breeding 
behaviour  was  seen ;  in  July  two  fledged  young,  able  to  fly  strongly, 
were  seen,  and  remained  in  the  area  up  to  Sept.  5th  (rc,  ehw  ; 
see  L.B.R.,  15-18). 

M  Ponders  End  S.F.,  the  wintering  bird  mentioned  in  L.B.R.,  18, 
p.  18,  remained  until  April  ;  at  the  end  of  the  year,  one  was  noted 
up  to  Dec.  4th  (fr,  jlfp).  Littleton,  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one,  pos¬ 
sibly  two,  on  Feb.  6th  (hpm).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Mar.  27th 
(hch). 

K  Stone  Marshes,  one  on  Dec.  18th  (khp). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  on  Mar.  11th,  one  on  the  17th  (abmm). 
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161  Redshank 

All  breeding  records,  and  winter  records  other  than  for  the  Thames 
marshes,  are  given  below.  Information  on  breeding  would  be 
welcome. 

E  Single  birds  at  King  George  V  Res.  on  Feb.  15th  and  16th,  Waltham 
Abbey  on  Feb.  13th,  Walthamstow  Res.  on  Jan.  31st,  and  Romford 
S.F.  on  Dec.  19th  (wcd,  dah,  jlfp,  rrs). 

H  Hoddesdon  S.F.,  c.  6  pairs  bred  (dah,  JLFp). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  pair  bred  (fhj,  ictn).  Staines  Moor,  present 
during  the  breeding  season,  but  no  proof  of  breeding  obtained 
(mfbb).  Chiswick  Eyot,  one  feeding  by  the  Thames  on  Feb.  6th 
(gcg).  Ponders  End  S.F.,  one  on  Feb.  27th  and  28th  (dah,  jlfp). 
K  Dartford  and  Stone  Marshes,  six  or  seven  pairs  bred  (khp). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  Jan.  31st  ;  six  pairs  bred  (bpa,  bsm  et  al.). 

162  Spotted  Redshank 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Feb.  7th  (jwd),  and  one  on  May  16th 
(dap). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  four  in  flight,  calling,  on  Sept.  13th  (bsm). 

165  Greenshank 

E*  Girling  Res.  and  King  George  V  Res.,  one  to  three  on  several  dates 
between  Aug.  5th  and  Sept.  19th  and  one  on  Oct.  10th  (dah,  jlfp, 

DIMW) . 

FI  Hoddesdon  S.F.,  two  on  Aug.  15th  (jlfp).  Napsbury  S.F.  up  to 
three  during 'the  period  Aug.  23rd  to  the  end  of  September,  one  of 
which  was  also  seen  at  Old  Parkbury  (rc,  ehw).  Waltham  Cross 
S.F.,  one  on  May  2nd  (jlfp). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  spring  passage,  three  on  Mar.  27th,  one  on  May  30th 
and  June  9th  (mg,  hch,  gjj,  cmv,  caw)  ;  autumn  passage  (including 
Staines  Moor  and  Reservoirs),  one  on  Aug.  9th  and  15th,  and  one 
to  four  on  most  dates  from  Aug.  20th  to  Sept.  26th  (many  observers). 
Ponders  End  S.F.,  one  or  two  on  many  dates  from  Aug.  6th  to  Oct. 
16th  (jlfp  et  al.). 

K  Dartford  Marshes,  and  mouth  of  River  Darent,  two  on  July  27th, 
one  on  July  31st  and  Aug.  23rd  (khp). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  11th  and  on  several  dates  from  Sept. 
22nd  to  28th  (edb,  jg,  ji,  hpm,  abmm).  Beddington  S.F.,  one  or 
two  on  Sept.  9th  to  17th  (bpa,  bsm,  res).  Esher  S.F.,  one  on  Aug. 
20th  (delc). 

169  Knot 

E  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  July  20th  (fr).  *  Walthamstow  Res. 

one  on  Jan.  31st  (wcd). 
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M  Littleton,  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  found  dead  on  Feb.  6th  (hpm). 
Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Mar.  21st  (gjj)  ;  one  from  Sept.  16th  to 
18th  was  joined  by  a  second  late  on  the  18th  soon  after  one  had  been 
seen  flying  over  Staines  Res.  (fhj,  hpm,  dkm,  nhp,  aggt,  cmv). 
Staines  Res.,  one  found  dead  on  Jan.  31st  (njw). 

K  StoneJMarshes,  six  on  Feb.  7th,  seven  on  the  9th,  and  ten  on  the  21st 

(WIB,  KHP). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  to  three  from  Jan.  30th  to  Feb.  6th  (bpa, 
FHJ,  BSM,  HTMw).  Epsom  S.F.,  One  on  Feb.  6th  (htmw). 

171  Little  Stint 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  7th  and  8th,  up  to  five  from  Aug.  13th 
to  31st,  one  on  Sept.  4th  and  5th  and  two  on  the  19th  (many  ob¬ 
servers).  Ponders  End  S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  21st  and  three  on  the  26th 
(JD,  dk). 

K  Stone  Marshes,  one  to  three  on  most  dates  from  Aug.  12th  to  Sept. 
3rd  (gcb,  WIB,  FjH,  KHP)  ;  one  on  Dec.  11th  and  19th  (full  details 
submitted  by  wib  and  khp). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  15th  (mc). 

173  Temminck’s  Stint 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  which  arrived  with  two  Little  Stints  on  the 
evening  of  Sept.  19th  stayed  only  a  short  time  ;  satisfactory  details 
have  been  submitted  (jwd,  rhmr,  gls). 

176  Pectoral  Sandpiper 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  which  arrived  in  the  afternoon  of  Sept.  13th 
was  last  seen  in  the  morning  of  Sept.  15th  (hpm,  dkm,  nhp,  htmw)  ; 
a  second,  more  heavily  streaked  on  the  breast,  and  with  a  less  promi¬ 
nent  eyestripe,  was  seen  on  Sept.  20th  and  21st  (hpm,  dkm,  caw). 
Full  details  of  both  birds  have  been  received. 

178  Dunlin 

E  All  records  from  the  Lea  valley  :  one  at  the  Girling  Res.  on  Feb. 
10th  (JLFP),  15  at  Walthamstow  Res.  on  Jan.  31st  (wcd),  and  a  few 
records  of  one  or  two  in  May,  July,  and  August  (dah,  jlfp,  fr). 

H  Broxbourne  S.F.,  one  on  May  26th  (dimw).  Old  Parkbury  G.P., 
one  on  Apr.  19th  (mgr).  Hoddesdon  S.F.,  three  on  Mar.  20th 
and  one  to  five  during  the  period  July  30th  to  Aug.  15th  (dah,  jlfp). 

M  Hurlingham,  four  feeding  by  the  Thames  on  Jan.  7th  (tar).  Little¬ 
ton,  Queen  Mary  Res.,  five  to  nine  from  Feb.  6th  to  13th,  and  one 
on  Oct.  17th  (hpm,  bpp,  cmv).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  or  two  on 
Jan.  19th,  Feb.  21st  and  28th  and  Mar.  6th  and  7th  ;  spring  passage 
from  Mar.  24th  to  June  6th,  maximum  17  on  May  5th  ;  autumn 
passage  from  July  17th  to  Oct.  7th,  maximum  31  on  July  31st  ; 
two  Nov.  13th,  one  Nov.  21st,  ten  Nov.  28th,  three  Dec.  5th,  nine 
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Dec.  26th  and  ten  Dec.  27th  (many  observers).  Ponders  End  S.F., 
one  on  Apr.  25th  and  one  or  two  in  August  and  early  September  (wcd, 
DAH,  JLFP).  Ruislip,  one  at  the  reservoir  on  Feb.  12th,  and  one 
flying  over  the  High  Street  on  Mar.  23rd  (bpp,  nhp).  Staines 
Moor  and  reservoirs,  one  on  Apr.  29th  and  two  May  23rd  ;  one  to 
seven  on  a  few  dates  from  July  17th  to  Sept.  28th  (six  observers). 

K  Stone  Marshes,  270  on  Feb.  7th  and  203  on  the  9th,  but  only  five 
to  nine  thereafter  to  Mar.  8th  ;  one  on  May  7th  the  only  spring 
record  ;  autumn  passage  from  July  11th  to  Sept.  24th,  maximum 
20  on  Aug.  11th  and  20th  ;  one  on  Dec.  11th  and  18th  (wib,  khp). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  six  to  twelve  from  Jan.  30th  to  Feb.  6th  (mfbb, 
SK,  abmm)  ;  three  on  Mar.  20th  (fhj)  ;  one  July  20th,  two  July  30th 
and  one  Nov.  4th  and  8th  (gjh,  hpm).  Beddington  S.F.,  one  to  five 
Jan.  30th  to  Feb.  6th,  and  one  or  two  on  Feb.  20th  and  21st,  Mar.  1st 
and  2nd  and  Apr.  26th  (bpa,  fhj,  bsm,  res,  htmw).  Epsom  S.F., 
two  on  Jan.  31st  and  one  Sept.  28th  (hb,  dp). 

179  Curlew  Sandpiper 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  ten  or  more  daily  from  Aug.  18th  to  22nd  with  a 
maximum  of  23  on  Aug.  22nd  ;  eight  or  nine  Aug.  23rd  and  25th  ; 
one  to  seven  from  September  1st  to  11th,  and  six  to  nine  from  Sept. 
15th  to  20th  (many  observers).  Staines  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  28th 

(CMV). 

K  Stone  Marshes,  one  to  three  from  Aug.  25th  to  Sept.  4th  (gcb,  wib, 
FjH,  khp). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  on  July  21st  (jag). 

\ 

181  Sanderling 

H  Hoddesdon  S.F.,  one  on  Mar.  20th  (dah,  jlfp). 

M  Littleton,  Queen  Mary  Res.,  one  from  Feb.  6th  to  13th  (hpm,  bpp, 
CMv).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  May  22nd,  26th,  30th  and  June  9th 
(six  observers)  ;  one  July  18th  and  28th  and  Sept.  9th  to  14th 
(seven  observers).  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  May  30th,  two 
on  May  23rd,  and  three  on  June  7th  (gjj,  cmv).  Ponders  End  S.F., 
one  on  May  22nd  and  three  Aug.  1 1th  to  13th  (fbc,  dah,  jlfp). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Jan.  10th  (mf).  Stone  Marshes,  one  Feb. 
9th,  and  two  July  28th  to  31st  (wib,  khp). 

S  Barn  Ehns  Res.,  one  on  Jan.  31st  and  Feb.  2nd,  five  on  Feb.  6th 
(mfbb,  sk,  abmm)  ;  one  on  May  18th  and  23rd  (hpm,  dwt).  Bed¬ 
dington  S.F.,  three  on  Jan.  30th  and  one  on  Feb.  6th  (bpa,  gjh,  fhj). 

184  Ruff 

E*  King  George  V  Res.,  one  on  Aug.  17th  (dah).  Romford  S.F.,  ten 
on  Aug.  21st,  six  on  the  27th,  and  one  to  three  on  several  dates  from 
Aug.  28th  to  Sept.  18th  (rrs). 
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M  Littleton,  Queen  Mary  Res.,  two  on  Feb.  6th  (hpm).  Ponders  End 
S.F.,  two  on  Feb.  13th  (dk,  fr).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  during  severe 
weather,  three  on  Jan.  30th  and  one  on  Feb.  1st  ;  from  Feb.  21st 
to  Mar.  20th  from  6  to  23  were  reported,  but  by  Mar.  24th  the 
numbers  had  risen  to  115,  and  remained  high  for  about  a  month, 
the  maximum  being  119  on  Apr.  8th  ;  by  May  1st  only  20  were 
present  and  the  last  seen  was  one  on  May  9th  ;  the  autumn  passage 
began  on  Aug.  8th,  but  the  maximum  was  only  29  on  Sept.  11th  ; 
there  were  many  reports  of  from  one  to  three  from  October  up  to  the 
end  of  the  year  (many  observers). 

K  Elmers  End  S.F.,  three  on  Apr.  21st  (rhw).  Stone  Marshes,  one 
on  Feb.  9th  and  27th  ;  a  small  passage  from  Aug.  13th  to  Sept.  5th, 
maximum  three  on  Aug.  13th  (wib,  fjh,  khp). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  Feb.  4th,  three  on  the  6th  and  7th,  and  one  on 
the  16th  ;  five  to  seven  between  Feb.  23rd  and  Mar.  26th  (seven 
observers).  Epsom  S.F.,  one  on  Feb.  6th  (dp).  One  by  the  Thames 
between  Hammersmith  and  Putney  on  Feb.  6th  and  7th  (npa) 

185  Avocet 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Apr.  8th  (ictn). 

189  Stone  Curlew 

M  Mill  Hill,  one  heard  calling  after  dark  on  Apr.  23rd  was  flying  N.N.E. 
(ehw). 

S  Barn  Elms  park,  one  on  Mar.  26th  (abmm). 

193  Arctic  Skua 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  an  adult  on  Sept.  9th  (hpm). 

195  Pomarine  Skua 

E*  Banbury  Res.,  Walthamstow,  a  dark  phase  adult  first  seen  by  wcd 
on  November  28th  remained  until  December  4th  ;  photographs 
taken  by  wcd  are  reproduced  opposite.  Some  primaries  and  coverts 
were  missing  from  the  left  wing,  and  one  of  the  projecting  tail  feathers 
was  broken  ofF  ;  during  its  stay  it  fed  mainly  on  dead  birds. 

199  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

Very  common  on  the  autumn  passage  ;  only  records  of  100  or  more 
are  given  below,  except  for  exceptional  numbers  in  December  at 
Beddington  S.F. 

H  Springwell  G.P.,  flocks  of  between  250  and  300  on  several  dates 
between  Sept.  18th  and  Oct.  2nd  (bpp). 


Pomarine  Skua  at  the  Banbury  Reservoir,  Walthamstow 

{W.  C.  Doughty). 
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M  Brent  Res.,  c.  200  on  Oct.  30th  (dedc).  Gunnersbury  Park,  100  to 
175  between  Sept.  10th  and  23rd,  and  c.  100  on  Nov.  6th  (gb). 
Harefield,  between  200  and  400  from  Sept.  16th  to  Oct.  18th  (bpp). 
Harlington  Corner,  c.  100  on  July  11th  (caw).  King  George  \^I 
Res.,  c.  170  on  July  12th  and  311  on  Sept.  18th  (hpm,  padh).  Perry 
Oaks  S.F.,  many  large  parties  passing  S.W.  during  the  afternoon  of 
Sept.  22nd  (nhp). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  150  on  Aug.  3rd  and  c.  200  on  the  11th  (hpm). 
Beddington  S.F.,  exceptional  numbers  were  present  during  December, 
25-40  daily,  and  81  on  Dec.  12th  (bsm).  Island  Barn  Res.,  c.  300 
on  Nov.  5th  and  11th  (dp).  Richmond  Park,  161  on  Sept.  15th, 
c.  100  on  the  16th,  339  on  the  17th,  and  c.  100  on  Nov.  6th  (gb). 


202  Glaucous  Gull 

M/S  Inner  London  :  an  immature  at  Waterloo  Bridge  on  Apr.  5th 
(dimw). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  an  immature  on  Apr.  3rd  (whd,  kve,  ag). 

207  Little  Gull 

E*  King  George  Res.,  an  immature  from  Sept.  3rd  to  5th  (jlfp). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.E.,  an  adult  on  May  9th  and  16th  (ag,  agh),  Staines 
Res.,  two  adults  in  summer  plumage  and  an  immature  on  May  9th 
(whd,  ag,  hpm,  bpp,  caw)  ;  an  immature  on  Sept.  6th  (dimw)  ; 
two  immatures  on  Sept.  13th  and  one  from  Sept.  14th  to  19th  (fhj, 
HPM,  nhp)  ;  one  similar  to  winter  adult  but  with  brownish  smudges 
near  tips  of  primaries  on  upper  surface  from  Sept.  24th  to  29th, 
and  on  Oct.  3rd  the  same  bird  at  King  George  VI  Res.  (mc,  igj, 

HPM,  GLS,  CMV,  caw). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  an  immature  on  Sept.  21st  and  22nd  (mfbb,  hpm). 


208  Black-headed  Gull 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.E.,  r.  210  nests  on  May  22nd  (dap). 

Eight  recoveries  of  birds  ringed  in  the  London  Area  were  notified 
during  the  year.  Details  are  given  below. 


Date  and  place  of  ringing 
4th  Jan.  ’44,  Westminster,  as  adult 

by  TLB 

26th  Feb.  ’48,  Blackfriars,  by  tlb. 

11th  Jan.  ’50,  Thames  Embank¬ 
ment,  as  adult  by  tlb. 

27th  Dec.  ’50,  St.  James’s  Park,  as 
adult  by  tlb. 

29th  Jan.  ’52,  St.  James’s  Park,  as 
adult  by  tlb. 


Date  and  place  of  recovery 
17th  Dec.  ’53,  caught  and  released, 
St.  James’s  Park. 

8th  Apr.  ’54,  found  dead  at  Kiel, 
Germany. 

5th  Dec.  ’53,  found  dead  at  Lyo, 
Fyen,  Denmark. 

17th  Nov.  ’53,  caught  and  released, 
St.  James’s  Park. 

11th  Aug.  ’54,  shot  at  Wilnis,  nr. 
Utrecht,  Holland. 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA,  1954 


29 


10th  Jan.  ’53,  Molesey  Res.,  by 

RCH. 

24th  Jan.  ’53,  Westminster,  by  tlb. 

3rd  Feb.  ’53,  St.  James’s  Park,  as 
adult  by'TLB. 


19th  Nov.  ’53,  found  dead,  Bogo, 
Falster  and  Moen,  Denmark. 
24th  Apr.  ’54,  found  dead  Graves¬ 
end,  Kent. 

17th  Dec.  ’54,  caught  and  released, 
St.  James’s  Park. 


211  Kittiwake 

More  records  than  usual. 

E*  King  George  V  Res.,  an  adult  and  two  immatures  on  Jan.  17th, 
and  an  oiled  immature  on  the  19th  (fbc,  fr,  hwr).  Walthamstow 
Res.,  an  adult  found  dead  on  Feb.  11th  (jlfp)  ;  an  adult  on  Dec.  5th 
and  12th  (wcd,  hwr).  Sewardstone,  an  adult  found  injured  on 
Nov.  27th  died  later  (jd,  JLFp). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  27th  (ehw)  ;  three  immatures  on  Aug. 
24th  (jg).  Staines  Reservoirs,  three  adults  on  Apr.  16th  and  one 
on  the  18th,  and  an  adult  picked  up  dead  on  May  25th  (whd,  ag, 
RWH,  agh)  ;  an  immature  on  Sept.  5th  and  an  adult  on  Dec.  12th, 
19th  and  26th  (bpp,  dap,  cmv,  caw). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  on  Dec.  24th  during  a  westerly  movement  of  gulls, 
13  adults  and  2  immatures  were  seen  singly  and  in  two  small  parties 
between  1.30  p.m.  and  2.50  p.m.  ;  the  following  day,  five  more 
adults  were  seen  between  10.25  a.m.  and  10.38  a.m.  (ji,  hpm). 
Beddington  S.F.,  an  immature  on  Aug.  8th  (bsm). 


212  Black  Tern 

E  *  Hornchurch  Chase,  five  at  a  gravel  pit  on  May  9th  (pwdw). 
*King  George  V  Res.,  14  on  May  9th,  six  on  May  10th  and  one  or 
two  on  May  11th,  12th,  16th  and  June  5th  (dk,  jlfp,  fr)  ;  many 
records  of  one  to  twelve  between  Aug.  5th  and  Oct.  3rd,  but  c, 
46  on  Aug.  5th  and  43  on  Aug.  26th  (dah,  dk,  jlfp).  Walthamstow 
Res.,  two  on  Apr.  24th  (ag). 

H  Aldenham  Res.,  four  on  May  9th  (ehw).  Hamper  Mill  lake,  six 
on  May  9th  and  14  on  May  10th  (hj).  Harefield  G.P.,  five  on  May 
10th  and  one  on  Sept.  22nd  (bpp).  Old  Parkbury  G.P.,  15  on  May 
9th,  nine  on  May  10th,  and  eight  on  Sept.  19th  (rc,  es,  ehw). 
West  Hyde  G.P.,  16  on  May  10th  (bpp). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  June  2nd  (ehw).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  17  flying 
S.E.  on  Aug.  12th,  and  three  on  Sept.  9th  (hpm,  dwt).  Staines 
Reservoirs,  one  to  nine  in  spring  during  the  period  May  9th  to  22nd, 
and  in  autumn  many  records  between  Aug.  5th  and  Oct.  17th,  with 
peaks  of  21  on  Aug.  7th  and  20  on  Sept.  20th  and  22nd  (many  ob¬ 
servers)  . 

K  Stone  Marshes,  six  flying  up  the  Thames  on  Sept.  19th  (gb). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  12  on  May  9th  and  21  on  the  10th  ;  six  on  Aug. 
5th  and  three  on  Aug.  6th  (mfbb,  pwpb,  hpm,  dimw).  Island  Barn 
Res.,  two  on  Aug.  29th  and  one  on  Sept.  26th  (dp). 
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217/8  Common/ Arctic  Tern 

Spring  passage  from  Apr.  19th  to  June  9th,  maximum  27  at  King 
George  V  Res.,  Essex,  on  Apr.  25th  ;  autumn  passage  from  July 
3rd  to  Oct.  7th,  maximum  c.  60  at  Staines  Res.,  Middlesex,  on 
Sept.  6th. 

M  Inner  London,  St.  James’s  Park,  two  flying  over  on  Oct.  8th  (whb). 

222  Little  Tern 

H  Harefleld  G.P.,  one  on  Aug.  7th  ;  Stocker’s  Lake,  one  on  Aug.  7th 
(bpp,  nhp). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  May  9th  (dwt).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one  on  Aug. 
8th  (wHD,  AG,  GLs).  Staiues  Res.,  11  on  Sept.  3rd  (hpm,  nhp). 
Staines,  King  George  VI  Res.,  10  on  Oct.  3rd  (rwh). 

223  Sandwich  Tern 

E*  Walthamstow  Res.,  two  flew  over  on  May  9th  (\vcd). 

M  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  two  flew  over  on  Sept.  21st  (hpm).  Staines  Res., 
one  on  Sept.  6th  and  one  heard  calling  on  Sept.  18th  (hpm,  dimw) 
S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  flew  over  on  Aug.  6th,  and  one  seen  with  Com¬ 
mon/Arctic  Terns  on  Sept.  26th  (ji,  rhm,  hpm). 

232  Stock  Dove 

M  Inner  London  :  bred  in  Kensington  Gardens  and  present  in  the 
breeding  season  in  The  Green  Park,  Holland  Park,  Hyde  Park, 
Regent’s  Park  and  St.  James’s  Park  ;  this  species  appears  to  have 
become  much  more  numerous  and  widespread  in  recent  years  ; 
in  Kensington  Gardens  rwh  found  seven  pairs  within  a  200-300 
yard  radius  of  the  Round  Pond  ;  in  Regent’s  Park  ehw  saw  one  on 
Aug.  18th  among  the  outdoor  tables  at  the  Broad  Walk  cafe. 

S  Inner  London,  Battersea  Park,  present  in  the  breeding  season  ; 
11  were  counted  on  Apr.  11th  (jnar). 

234  Woodpigeon 

M/S  Inner  London  :  unusual  nesting  behaviour  was  reported  from  ten 
localities  ;  nest  sites  included  the  fa9ade  of  Buckingham  Palace, 
brickwork  of  Hungerford  Bridge,  a  girder  inside  Waterloo  Station, 
a  metal  sign  in  Kingsway,  a  window-sill  in  Ebury  Street  and  a  window¬ 
sill  inside  the  bathroom  of  a  flat  near  Kensington  High  Street  (several 
observers). 

235  Turtle  Dove 

K  A  nestling  ringed  by  JFB  at  Stone,  Kent,  on  21st  June,  1953,  was 
recovered,  presumed  shot,  at  Carcans,  Gironde,  France,  on  11th 
May,  1954. 
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241  Barn  Owl 

All  breeding  records  received  are  given. 

K  Elmers  End  S.F.,  a  pair  with  noisy  young  in  an  old  building  on  May 
16th  (rhw). 

S  Banstead  Mental  Hospital,  a  young  bird  still  unable  to  fly  on  June 
30th  -(res).  Beddington  S.F.,  two  pairs  bred  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
farm  (bpa,  bsm,  res). 

248  Long-eared  Owl 

M  One  at  Bentley  Priory,  Stanmore,  on  Feb.  14th  (ehw). 

K  Two  at  Orpington  on  Aug.  16th  (ehg). 

S  Walton  Heath  Golf  Course,  one  on  Mar.  18th  (whs). 

249  Short-eared  Owl 

E*  Near  Girling  Res.,  two  from  Dec.  4th  to  24th  (fr.  jeep). 

K  Dartford  Marshes,  two  on  Dec.  11th  and  17th,  four  on  the  18th, 
and  six  Dec.  27th-31st  ;  field  mice  and  short- tailed  voles  were 
abundant  (wgb,  wib,  khp). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  mobbed  by  gulls  and  crows  on  Nov.  6th  (edb, 
ji,  aggt).  Mitcham  Common  and  Beddington  S.F.,  the  bird 
reported  at  the  end  of  1953  remained  until  Mar.  11th  (see  L.B.R., 
18,  p.  24)  ;  one  from  Oct.  27th,  two  from  Nov.  6th,  and  three  from 
Nov.  14th  to  the  end  of  the  year  (bpa,  dag,  bsm  et  al.).  Sutton,  one 
flying  over  on  Nov.  11th  (dag). 

252  Nightjar 

E*  Epping  Forest,  two  pairs  near  Wake  Arms  in  June  and  July  (dah, 
jeep). 

K  Hayes,  one  pair  heard  on  June  15th  (awb). 

S  Addington,  one  heard  at  the  end  of  June  (adb,  hep).  Claygate, 
one  heard  in  Princes  Coverts  on  May  26th  (kpk).  Esher  Common, 
two  birds  heard  in  June  (jcsf).  Limpsfield  Chart,  4  pairs  and  two 
other  singing  birds  in  July  (adb,  dep). 

261  Hoopoe 

E*  One  seen  by  the  railway  between  Epping  and  North  Weald  on  Nov. 
26th  (cge). 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  one  on  May  1st  (kes).  Perry  Oaks  S.F.,  one 
first  seen  by  tb  on  Aug.  8th  remained  until  Aug.  22nd  and  was  seen 
by  many  observers. 

262  Green  Woodpecker 

M  Inner  London  :  no  evidence  of  breeding  in  Holland  Park,  but  the 
species  was  frequently  recorded  there  and  in  Kensington  Gardens  ; 
also  observed  in  Regent’s  Park  and  St.  James’s  Park  (several  observers). 
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263  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker 

M  Inner  London  :  Holland  Park,  one  pair  nested  (sc)  ;  Regent’s 
Park,  a  pair  present  during  the  nesting  season  and  a  juvenile  seen 
in  July  and  August,  but  no  proof  that  nesting  took  place  in  the 
Park  (hch,  ehw). 

265  Wryneck 

E  *  Brentwood,  one  remained  in  the  observer’s  garden  for  several  days 
from  Aug.  30th  (hm).  Havering-atte-Bower,  one  on  x^pr.  24th 
(ehw). 

M  West  End  Green,  N.W.6.,  one  on  Apr.  11th  (wss). 

K  Bickley,  one  on  several  dates  in  July  (awb).  Hayes,  a  pair  in  early 
May  (gjh).  Orpington,  one  pair  nested  (hbc).  Ruxley  G.P., 
one  on  July  10th  (fjh). 

S  Tadworth,  one  on  May  14th  (hb). 

271  Woodlark 

Breeding  season  records  only  are  given. 

E  *Hainault  Forest,  two  or  three  pairs  present  (mrc).  Havering-atte- 
Bower,  a  pair  feeding  young  in  nest  on  Apr.  24th  (ehw).  South 
Weald  Park,  four  singing  males  located  (bph).  *Warley,  one  in 
song  on  Apr.  17th  (rbw). 

M  Bushy  Park,  present  in  the  breeding  season  (emg).  Harefield,  a 
male  heard  singing  twice  during  the  breeding  season  (bpp)  .  Ruislip, 
two  pairs  raised  at  least  three  broods  (tlb,  cb,  bpp,  nhp,  ehw). 
Stanmore,  one  pair  bred  at  Bentley  Priory  (ehw). 

K  Hayes  Common,  two  singing  in  April,  and  two  immatures  present 
in  August  (awb,  gjh). 

S  Addington,  one  pair  bred  (hep).  Cobham,  two  pairs  bred  (jcsf). 
Richmond  Park,  at  least  three  pairs  bred  (bam).  A  singing  male 
was  heard  at  Banstead  Heath  (hb),  and  three  pairs  were  present  at 
Wimbledon  Common  (hpm). 

281  Hooded  Grow 

E*  Rainham,  one  on  Jan.  30th  and  two  on  Mar.  11th  (rs,  swls). 

M  Greenford,  the  bird  reported  at  the  Carrion  Crow  roost  at  Perivale 
Wood  at  the  end  of  1953  (see  L.B.R.,  18,  p.  26)  was  seen  again  on 
Jan.  3rd  and  Mar.  29th,  the  only  visits  made  (fhj).  Hampstead 
Heath,  one  on  Nov.  17th  (mfbb).  Mill  Hill,  one  on  Mar.  24th 
(ehw). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  on  Apr.  14th  (fhj).  Carshalton,  one  on  Feb. 
10th  (dac).  Farleigh,  one  from  January  to  Mar.  14th  (hep). 
Ham  G.P.,  one  on  Jan.  9th  (frm).  Richmond  Park,  single  birds 
on  Jan.  10th,  Jan.  22nd  and  Mar.  21st  (bam).  South  Norwood  lake, 
one  on  Feb.  20th  (rhw). 
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282  Rook 

M  Inner  London  :  Hyde  Park,  one  flying  S.W.  on  Feb.  24th  ;  Regent’s 
Park,  one  on  Mar.  26th  ;  South  Kensington,  four  flying  over  the 
Natural  History  Museum  on  Nov.  20th  (clc,  dsf,  rwh,  hch). 

S  Inner  London  :  r.  100  flying  W.  over  N.  Battersea  on  Dec.  28th 
(hpm). 

283  Jackdaw 

M  Inner  London  :  the  Kensington  Gardens  colony  did  not  desert 
after  the  extensive  felling  of  old  elms  which  took  place  early  in  the 
year.  Nest-boxes  were  erected  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Committee 
on  Bird  Sanctuaries  in  the  Royal  Parks  ;  Stock  Doves  appeared 
to  make  use  of  these,  and  two  Jackdaw  nestlings  were  found  by  chh 
and  CHFP  at  the  base  of  a  tree  in  which  there  was  a  box  apparently 
occupied  by  Stock  Doves.  Another  pair  of  Jackdaws  made  use  of 
a  natural  hole  a  few  feet  from  the  entrance  to  a  box.  Not  more 
than  seven  Jackdaws  were  seen  at  any  time  in  the  colony  (rwh, 
CHH,  CHFP  et  al.). 

286  Jay 

M  Inner  London  ;  nesting  reported  as  usual  from  The  Green  Park, 
Holland  Park  and  Regent’s  Park,  and  presumed  to  have  bred  in 
Kensington  Gardens  (several  observers)  ;  in  late  June  or  early  July 
a  pair  was  seen  with  a  young  bird,  unable  to  fly  properly,  on  Eel- 
brook  Common,  a  new  nesting  locality  (gmh). 

290  Coal  Tit 

M  Inner  London  :  birds  were  heard  singing  in  the  nesting  season  in 
Hyde  Park  and  Regent’s  Park  (reg,  hch)  ;  small  numbers  were 
noted  October  to  December  in  Kensington  Gardens  where  the  species 
has  been  very  scarce  in  recent  years. 

S  Inner  London,  a  party  of  50-60  in  Battersea  Park  on  Oct.  30th  (jnar). 

293  Willow  Tit 

B  Denham,  one  at  The  Lea  on  Jan.  30th  (hch).  Langley,  one  near 
Black  Park  on  Dec.  26th  (caw). 

E*  South  Weald  Park,  two  on  Apr.  3rd  (bph). 

H  Mimmshall  Wood,  c.  6  on  June  12th  (pjkb).  Napsbury  S.F.,  one 
for  several  weeks  in  December  (rc).  "'Oxhey  Wood,  present  in 
spring  (bpp).  Stocker’s  Lake,  two  pairs  on  Apr.  9th  (nhp). 

M  Harefield,  one  pair  bred  (bpp)  .  Ruislip,  two  pairs  bred,  one  success¬ 
fully  (rej,  bpp,  nhp).  Mill  Hill,  a  pair  in  Scratch  Wood  in  April, 
but  no  evidence  of  breeding  (dwt,  ehw).  Stanmore,  Bentley 
Priory,  one  Jan.  17th,  two  on  Jan.  30th  and  one  on  June  19th  (fhj, 
DWT,  ehw).  Stanwell,  one  on  Apr.  3rd  and  one  or  two  on  several 
dates  in  Nov.  and  Dec.  at  Spout  Wood  (fhj,  hpm). 
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K  Bexley,  one  at  Joyden’s  Wood  on  June  23rd  (khp). 

S  Addington,  one  on  Dec.  27th  (adb).  Banstead  Heath,  one  on  Sept. 
19th  (hb).  Bookham  Common,  one  Jan.  10th  and  Mar.  16th, 
c.  6  July  11th,  two  Aug.  8th,  and  one  on  Dec.  12th  (gb).  Epsom 
Common,  one  on  Sept.  1st  and  several  later  dates  (dar).  Farleigh 
one  on  July  3rd  (emh).  Oxted,  one  on  Aug,  29th  (emh).  Selsdon 
Bird  Sanctuary,  two  on  Jan.  6th  and  one  on  Dec.  15th  and  27th  (ajh). 


298  Treecreeper 

M  Inner  London,  Kensington  Gardens,  a  pair  nested  but  is  believed 
to  have  been  robbed  (chh,  chfp,  rwh). 

301  Mistle  Thrush 

M  Inner  London,  a  pair  reared  young  in  a  plane  tree  by  the  church  of 
St.  Clement  Danes  in  the  Strand  (gre). 

307  Ring  Ouzel 

M  Mill  Hill,  a  male  on  Apr.  21st  (ehw). 

Inner  London  :  Regent’s  Park,  a  male  on  May  3rd  (hch)  ;  South 
Kensington,  a  male  in  the  gardens  of  the  Natural  History  Museum 
on  Apr.  23rd  and  24th  (rwh,  fs). 

S  Dulwich  Wood,  a  male  on  Oct.  31st  (iss).  South  Norwood  Lake, 
one  on  Oct.  5th  (rhw).  W'alton  Heath,  one  on  Sept.  12th  (hb). 

311  Wheatear  ^ 

Spring  passage  lasted  from  Mar.  19th  to  May  25th,  and  the  autumn 
passage  from  July  24th  to  Oct.  21st. 

E*  Two  birds  trapped  at  Romford  S.F.  on  May  1st  and  2nd  had  measure¬ 
ments  of  the  Greenland  race  (rrs). 


317  Stonechat 

Breeding  season  records  only  are  given. 

E*  A  pair  was  present  at  Rainham  throughout  the  year,  but  there  was 
no  proof  of  breeding  (rs)  . 

M  Ponders  End  S.F.,  bred  for  the  third  successive  year  (jlfp). 

318  Whinchat 

E  Breeding  distribution  reported  as  follows  :  *  Fishers  Green  G.P., 

two  pairs  and  a  third  present  (jlfp)  ;  King  George  V  Res.,  two  pairs 
(jlfp)  ;  *Roding  valley,  one  pair  (mrc)  ;  *Romford  S.F.,  two  pairs 
(rrs)  ;  *  Sewards  tone,  one  pair  probably  bred  (jlfp)  ;  *  Rainham, 
seven  pairs  located,  six  on  a  refuse  tip  and  one  on  the  marsh  (bph, 
Rw). 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA,  1954 


35 


H  Breeding  season  distribution  reported  by  JLFP  as  follows  :  Brox- 
bourne  G.P.,  one  pair  ;  Broxbourne  S.F.,  one  pair  ;  Cheshunt 
G.P.,  one  pair  ;  Cheshunt  S.F.,  one  pair  ;  Hoddesdon  S.F.,  two 
pairs  ;  Waltham  Cross  S.F.,  one  pair,  ehw  reports  a  pair  breeding 
by  the  railway  between  Elstree  and  Radlett. 

M  Present  in  the  breeding  season  at  Enfield  Lock,  one  pair  (jlfp), 
Longford,  one  pair  (hab),  and  Staines  Moor  and  reservoirs,  several 
pairs. 

K  Crayford  marsh,  one  pair  bred  ;  Stone  Marshes,  three  pairs  in  the 
breeding  season,  two  of  which  reared  young  (wib)  . 

320  Redstart 

E*  Epping  Forest  :  bred  at  Sewardstonebury,  High  Beach  and  Wake 
Arms  (jlfp).  Hainault  Forest,  four  pairs  present  during  the  breeding 
season  (mrg).  South  Weald  Park,  at  least  six  pairs  present  (bph). 

H  Elstree,  a  male  singing  on  June  4th  (jrl). 

M  Bred  at  Hampstead  Heath,  one  pair  (mfbb,  kes,  gt),  and  Harefield 
Moor,  one  pair  (igj)  ;  present  in  the  breeding  season  at  Bushy  Park, 
at  least  one  pair  (emg),  and  Stanmore  Common,  two  pairs  (ehw). 

S  Ashtead  Common,  a  pair  with  fledged  young  on  June  22nd  (dp). 
Richmond  Park,  several  pairs  bred  (bam). 

321  Black  Redstart 

For  the  thirteenth  successive  year  Black  Redstarts  were  present  in 
the  extensive  open  area  around  Cripplegate  church,  and  for  the 
eleventh  successive  year  they  bred.  Owing  to  the  decreased  in¬ 
tensity  of  observation,  comparison  with  former  years  would  only  be 
misleading.  Singing  males  were  reported  also  in  the  Fetter  Lane 
area,  Bloomsbury  and  near  Broadcasting  House.  There  are  no 
reports  of  Black  Redstarts  in  the  breeding  season  away  from  Inner 
London. 

327  Grasshopper  Warbler 

H  Brookman’s  Park,  three  pairs  suspected  of  nesting  at  George’s  Wood 
(rc).  Bricket  Wood,  one  singing  on  May  8th  (ehw). 

M  Ruislip,  a  pair  present  during  the  breeding  season  (tlb,  cb,  rej, 
BPP,  NHp).  Springwell  lake,  a  pair  present  on  July  10th  (bpp,  nhp). 
Harefield  Moor,  one  singing  on  June  3rd  and  4th  (igj). 

S  Ashtead  Common,  two  in  song  during  the  breeding  season  (htmw). 
Bookham  Common,  one  on  July  11th  (jdw).  South  Norwood  lake, 
one  singing  on  Apr.  24th  (rhw). 

333  Reed  Warbler 

Breeding  distribution  only  is  given. 

E*  Fishers  Green  G.P.,  c.  20  pairs  ;  Nazeing  G.P.,  c.  six  pairs  ;  Nazeing- 
bury  G.P.,  c.  12  pairs  (jlfp). 
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H  Broxbourne  S.F.,  12  +  pairs  ;  Broxbourne  G.P.,  c.  six  pairs  ; 
Cheshunt  G.P.,  c.  20  pairs;  Cheshunt  S.F.,  two  pairs  ;  Hoddesdon 
S.F.,  c.  six  pairs  (jlfp).  Napsbury-London  Colney,  several  singing 
along  the  river  ;  and  one  pair  near  Napsbury  S.F.  ;  Old  Parkbury, 
two  pairs  (ehw).  Waltham  Cross  G.P.,  c.  six  pairs  (jlfp). 

M  Enfield  Lock  G.P.,  c.  12  pairs  bred  (jlfp).  Hampton  Court  Park, 
at  least  one  pair  (emg).  Harefield,  several  pairs  along  the  River 
Colne  (ehw).  Poyle  G.P.,  four  pairs  (mpp).  Ruislip,  one  pair 
(nhp).  Staines  Moor,  at  least  four  pairs  (rwh,  fhj,  mpp,  caw). 

K  Many  records  from  the  Thames  marshes.  Abbey  Wood  to  Swans- 
combe  (wib).  Ruxley  G.P.,  one  pair  (gjh,  fjh). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  pair  (lb,  hpm,  aggt).  Epsom  S.F.,  four  singing 
on  May  27th  (hb).  Godstone,  three  singing  on  June  9th  (hb). 
Oxshott  Heath,  several  May  onwards  (jcsf).  Richmond  Park, 
one  pair  (hpm). 

343  Blackcap 

M  Inner  London  :  St.John’s  Wood,  extensive  demolition  and  clearance 
of  vegetation  from  derelict  garden  sites  made  one  of  the  areas  favoured 
by  breeding  birds  in  1953  unsuitable  in  1954,  but  a  cock  was  singing 
here  on  May  9th  and  27th  ;  a  pair  bred  in  another  garden  area  in 
St.  John’s  Wood  Park  where  a  female  was  seen  feeding  a  fledgling 
on  July  1st  (hch). 

346  Garden  Warbler 

S  One  feeding  in  silver  birches  at  Epsom  Common  on  Mar.  27th 
(dar),  a  very  early  date.  It  was  described  as  a  large,  plump  warbler, 
roughly  the  same  size  as  a  Chaffinch  (present  for  comparison)  with 
greyish-brown  upperparts  and  greyish-buff  underparts  with  ab¬ 
solutely  no  markings  at  all. 

347  Whitethroat 

M  Inner  London,  Regent’s  Park,  a  pair  present  throughout  the  breeding 
season  in  the  area  where  young  were  reared  in  1953,  but  no  proof 
of  nesting  in  1954  (hch,  ehw). 

354  Willow  Warbler 

M  Inner  London,  Regent’s  Park,  two  pairs  reared  young,  the  first 
nesting  record  for  the  Park  since  1935  (hch,  wgt,  ehw). 

356  Chiffchaff 

S  Hersham  S.F.,  one  searching  for  food  in  partly  submerged  vegetation 
on  Feb.  28th  (lgh,  kpk).  South  Norwood  Lake,  one  singing  on  Dec. 
15th  (rhw). 
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357  Wood  Warbler 

Very  few  records  ;  information  on  the  breeding  distribution  of  this 
species  would  be  welcome. 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  one  pair  bred  (mfbb,  jfd,  dwt,  gt).  Stanmore 
Common,  three  pairs  bred  (ehw)  . 

K  Hayes  Common,  several  singing  during  the  breeding  season  (awb). 

S  Addington,  one  pair  bred  (hep).  Banstead  Heath,  at  least  one 
bred  of  four  pairs  present  (hb).  Oxshott  Heath,  present  in  three 
areas  during  the  breeding  season  (jcsf).  Shirley,  at  least  seven 
singing  throughout  the  breeding  season,  and  five  nests  found  (adb). 
Wimbledon  Common,  one  pair  present  (hpm). 

368  Pied  Flycatcher 

E*  Hainault,  one  at  Hog  Hill  on  Aug.  21st  and  at  least  two  on  the 
22nd  (acp). 

H  Aldenham  Res.,  a  male  on  May  1st  (hch).  Moor  Mill,  a  female  on 
June  9th  (ehw). 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  a  male  on  May  2nd  and  4th  (mfbb,  dwt,  gt). 
Inner  London  :  The  Green  Park,  one  on  Aug.  31st;  St.  James’s 
Park,  one  on  Sept.  7th  ;  Victoria  Park,  one  on  Aug.  4th  (ehg, 
WJK,  WHP,  wgt). 

K  Catford,  one  at  Forsters  Park  on  Aug.  11th  (jjg).  Hartford  Creek, 
two  on  Aug.  22nd  and  23rd  (khp)  ;  Greenwich  Park,  two  on  Aug. 
15th  and  19th  (reg). 

S  Sheen  Common,  one  on  May  2nd  (abw).  Addington,  one  on  Aug. 
27th  (adb).  Barn  Elms  Res.,  two  on  Aug.  27th  (hpm).  Beddington 
S.F.,  one  on  Aug.  22nd  (bsm).  Mitcham  Common,  one  on  Aug.  28th 
(CMA,  rch).  Richmond  Park,  one  on  Aug.  27th  (ggr),  and  one  on 
Sept.  20th  (jr).  South  Norwood  Lake,  one  on  Aug.  26th  and  27th 
(rhw). 

370  Red-breasted  Flycatcher 

K  On  Sept.  12th  near  the  mouth  of  the  River  Darent,  jth  watched  a 
male  for  about  half  an  hour  flycatching  from  the  posts  of  a  fence  in  the 
lee  of  the  river  wall,  the  wind  at  the  time  being  easterly  and  strong. 
He  described  it  as  “  a  small  bird  about  4-4J  inches  long  .  .  .  the  most 
striking  feature  was  the  brilliantly  white  patch  at  the  base  of  the  tail 
which  was  most  obvious  when  in  flight  and  when  it  flicked  its  tail, 
which  it  did  frequently  whilst  sitting  on  the  posts.  Binoculars 
revealed  a  typical  flycatcher  beak,  light  brown  back,  grey-brown 
head,  white  sides  to  that  part  of  the  tail  nearest  the  base,  a  rose- 
pink  throat  and  upper  breast,  and  pale  (off-white)  underparts  : 
also  noticeable  was  the  “  chinless  ”  effect  so  apparent  with  the 
Spotted  Flycatcher.” 
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379(a)  Rock  Pipit 

E*  Girling  Res.,  two  on  Mar.  21st  (hwr).  Rainham  Marsh,  5-6  on 
Jan.  30th  (rs). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  Feb.  6th  and  Dec.  26th  (cow).  Staines  Res., 
one  on  Sept.  18th  (gb).  Staines,  King  George  VI  Res.,  one  on  Oct. 
6th,  7th  and  26th  (hpm). 

K  Many  records  from  Stone  and  Swanscombe  marshes  January  to 
March  and  in  October  (wib,  khp). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  one  to  six  on  several  dates  in  October  and  November 
(awb,  ji,  hpm). 

379(b)  Water  Pipit 

M  Staines  Moor,  one  by  the  River  Colne  on  Apr.  3rd  (fhj,  hpm). 
Satisfactory  details  have  been  submitted. 

380(a)  Pied  Wagtail 

E  A  roost  of  300-400  birds  in  the  Roding  Valley  remained  in  use  from 
the  beginning  of  the  year  until  the  spring  (mrc)  . 

M  Inner  London,  Cripplegate,  a  pair  reared  young  in  the  basement 
of  a  bombed  building  (rbw  et  al.). 

380(b)  White  Wagtail 

H  Cheshunt  Marsh,  a  male  on  Apr.  4th  (bls). 

M  Ponders  End  S.F.,  one  on  Apr.  25th  (dah).  Staines  reservoirs, 
one  on  Apr.  17th  and  two  on  Apr.  25th  (dkm,  cmv,  ehw,  caw). 
Inner  London,  one  in  Regent’s  Park  on  Apr.  26th  (hch). 

S  Barn  Elms  Res.,  a  female  on  Apr.  30th  and  a  male  on  May  7th 
(kve,  hch,  hpm).  Beddington  S.F.,  a  male  on  Apr.  22nd  (res). 
Dulwich  Park,  a  male  on  Apr.  15th  and  17th  (iss). 

381  Grey  Wagtail 

Breeding  season  records  only  are  given. 

E*  Fishers  Green,  one  pair  bred  at  King’s  Weir  ;  the  lock-keeper  stated 
they  bred  also  in  1953,  and  pointed  out  the  old  nest  (dah,  Jlfp). 

H  Hamper  Mill  House,  one  pair  bred  (ehw). 

M  Harefield,  one  pair  bred  by  the  canal  (tlb,  ehw).  Staines,  one 
pair  bred  25  feet  above  the  ground  in  a  horse-chestnut  tree  (rwh  ; 
see  R.R.,  Vol  XLVII,  p.  444). 

K  Bexley,  a  female  on  May  26th  (wib).  Farningham,  a  pair  near  the 
mill  on  May  23rd  (wib).  Horton  Kirby,  a  male  carrying  food  on 
June  7th  (wib). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  one  pair  bred  just  outside  the  farm  (bpa,  bsm,  res). 
Barn  Elms  Res.,  four  very  young  birds  feeding  by  the  water’s  edge 
on  June  24th  (abmm).  Epsom  S.F.,  a  pair  on  May  27th  and  July  1st 
(hb)  .  Godstone,  two  on  Apr.  8th  (ajh)  . 
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382(a)  Yellow  Wagtail 

Breeding  season  distribution  only  is  given. 

E  *Romford  S.F.,  at  least  two  pairs  bred  (rrs)  ;  Rush  Green,  c.  five 
pairs  bred  at  The  Chase  (pwdw).  *  Woodford,  six  pairs  bred  in  the 
Roding  Valley  (mrc). 

H  One  pair  bred  at  each  of  the  following  :  Elstree,  Napsbury,  Old 
Parkbury  and  Watford  S.F.  (ehw)  ;  c.  eight  pairs  were  present  near 
Old  Parkbury  during  the  breeding  season  (rc)  . 

M  Bred  at  Brent  Res.,  six  pairs  (ehw),  Harefield,  one  pair  (ehw), 
and  Staines  Moor  (wmb). 

K  Bred  at  Crayford,  Stone  and  Swanscombe  Marshes  (wm). 

S  Bred  at  Barn  Elms  Res.,  four  pairs  (hpm),  and  Beddington  S.F., 
18  pairs  (bpa,  bsm,  res). 

About  ten  birds  with  blue  crown  and  ear  coverts  were  reported,  some 
of  which  were  considered  by  the  observers  to  be  typical  Blue-headed 
Wagtails  {Motacillaf.  Jlava). 

383  Waxwing 

M  Inner  London,  Hyde  Park,  two  adults  and  five  immature  birds  on 
Jan.  30th  (ahd). 

384  Great  Grey  Shrike 

H  Cheshunt  G.P.,  one  on  Mar.  28th  (dah,  jlfp). 

M  Brent  Res.,  one  on  several  dates  from  Feb.  2nd  to  Mar.  20th  (mc, 
Gjj,  EHW,  Gow,  caw)  and  one  on  Dec.  26th  (gow). 

K  Dartford  Marsh,  one  on  Jan.  10th  (me). 

S  Addington,  one  on  Jan.  3rd,  Feb.  6th,  and  March  17th  and  18th, 
and  one  on  Dec.  27th  (adb).  Epsom  Downs,  one  on  Mar.  10th 
(darp).  Mitcham  Common  and  Beddington  S.F.,  the  bird  reported 
at  the  end  of  1953  (see  L.B.R.,  18^  p.  32)  remained  in  the  area  until 
Apr.  12th  (bpa,  bsm  et.  al.) ;  two  on  Nov.  3rd  did  not  stay  (bsm). 

388  Red-backed  Shrike 

Distribution  in  the  breeding  season  is  given. 

H  London  Colney,  one  pair  (rc,  ehw)  ;  Moor  Park,  one  pair  (rej)  ; 
Napsbury,  one  pair  (ehw). 

M  Bentley  Priory,  one  pair  (dwt)  ;  Enfield,  Lavender  Hill  Cemetery, 
one  pair  (ljj)  ;  Finchley,  one  pair  (ag)  ;  Ruislip,  six  or  seven  pairs 
(nhp  et  al.)  ;  Whetstone-Totteridge,  one  pair  by  Dollis  Brook 
(pjkb). 

K  Bexley,  one  pair  (khp)  ;  Crayford  Creek,  one  pair  (wib)  . 

S  Addington,  one  pair  (adb)  ;  Banstead  Downs,  one  or  two  pairs 
(htmw)  ;  Chipstead,  one  pair  (rbw)  ;  Kingswood,  one  pair  (hb)  ; 
Mitcham  Common,  four  pairs  (bpa)  ;  Purley,  one  pair  (rpc,  jk)  ; 
Sanderstead,  one  pair  (ajh)  ;  South  Norwood  Lake,  one  pair  (rhw)  ; 
Tadworth,  one  pair  (hb)  ;  Walton  G.P.,  one  pair  (dp).  Wimbledon 
Common,  one  pair  (hpm)  . 
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391  Hawfinch 

Breeding  season  records  only  are  given. 

E*  Chingford,  one  pair  April  to  June,  but  no  nest  found  (dah,  fr). 

Hainault,  one  pair  built  a  nest  but  it  was  destroyed  (mrc). 

H  Ware  Park  estate,  a  pair  on  Apr.  24th  and  28th  (rls). 

M  Hampstead  Heath,  one  pair  probably  bred  (mfbb,  dwt,  gt)  .  Ruislip, 
one  pair  bred  (nhp  et  al.).  Stanmore,  two  pairs  bred  out  of  three 
at  Bentley  Priory  (ehw).  Inner  London,  Regent’s  Park,  two  on 
Apr.  12th,  one  carrying  nesting  material,  and  one  on  June  29th 
(hch,  ehw). 

K  Bexley  Woods,  one  seen  occasionally  during  the  breeding  season 
(khp).  Forster’s  Park,  one  pair  bred  but  the  nest  was  destroyed 
(JJg). 

S  Chipstead,  two  on  May  15th  (emh).  Kew  Gardens,  three  pairs  bred 
(edb,  JHh).  Wimbledon  Common,  at  least  three  pairs  present 
(hpm). 

393  Goldfinch 

M  Inner  London  ;  Regent’s  Park,  at  least  one  pair  bred  (hch,  ehw)  ; 
St.  John’s  Wood,  present  in  the  breeding  season  (hch)  ;  two  of  a 
charm  which  frequented  the  grounds  of  the  Natural  History  Museum 
during  the  autumn  came  to  feed  on  crumbs  on  a  window-sill  (reg). 

394  Siskin 

B  Denham,  two  at  the  Lea  on  Jan.  16th  and  30th  (hch).  Langley, 
two  at  Black  Park  on  Dec.  26th  (caw). 

E*  South  Weald  Park,  20  on  Mar.  12th  (swls). 

H  Hertford,  up  to  11  by  the  River  Lea  from  Jan.  1st  to  11th  and  Dec. 

26th  to  31st  (rls).  Hoddesdon,  one. on  Mar.  20th  (dah,  jlfp). 

M  Bushy  Park,  c.  12  on  Feb.  21st  and  c.  25  on  Mar.  14th  (h).  Hamp¬ 
stead  Heath,  two  on  Oct.  20th  (cow).  Uxbridge,  up  to  40  January 
to  March,  and  up  to  30  November  and  December  (fhj,  rej  et  al.). 
K  Bickley,  one  on  Apr.  14th  (awb).  Eltham,  three  on  Dec.  18th  (gcb). 
Farningham,  c.  30  on  Mar.  11th  (wib).  Ruxley  G.P.,  three  on  Oct. 
15th  (awb). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  two  on  Feb.  20th  (bsm).  Dulwich,  three  on  Dec. 
1st  (rhw).  Shirley,  up  to  10  in  January  and  February  (fwpr). 
Wimbledon  Common,  two  on  Nov.  6th  (hpm)  and  one  on  Dec.  28th 
(fhj).  Richmond  Park,  one  on  Jan.  2nd  and  Mar.  21st  (bam). 

397  Redpoll 

All  records  are  given  for  Inner  London.  For  the  rest  of  the  area, 
breeding  season  records  only  are  published. 

E*  Hornchurch,  a  pair  in  an  Emerson  Park  garden  on  several  occasions 
during  July  (bph)  may  have  escaped  from  a  local  aviary  (rs). 


BIRDS  OF  THE  LONDON  AREA,  1954 


41 


M  Hampstead  Heath,  one  pair  bred  (mfbb,  gt).  Stanmore  Common, 
a  singing  male  remained  until  the  end  of  May,  but  there  was  no 
proof  of  breeding  (ehw).  Inner  London:  Regent’s  Park,  one  on 
Oct.  21st  (ehw). 

K  Orpington,  possibly  two  or  three  pairs  throughout  the  breeding 
season  (ehg). 

S  Banstead  Heath  and  Tadworth,  six  pairs  in  the  breeding  season  (hb). 
Cobham,  one  or  two  occasionally  seen  between  April  and  June 
(jcsf).  Limpsfield,  two  pairs  on  June  15th  (hb). 


404  Crossbill 

S  Cobham,  a  female  on  Jan.  27th,  and  four  (sexes  not  distinguishable) 
high  up  in  pine  trees  on  Apr.  28th  (jcsf).  Tadworth,  three  on 
Jan.  2nd  (hb). 


408  Brambling 

There  were  many  records  from  January  to  March  and  a  few  birds 
remained  until  April  ;  details  of  flocks  of  50  or  more  are  given  below. 
Few  were  reported  at  the  end  of  the  year,  the  largest  number  being 
c.  20  flying  W.  with  other  migrants  at  Beddington  S.F.,  Surrey,  on 
Nov.  3rd  (bsm). 

E*  Romford  S.F.,  numbers  built  up  to  c.  300  in  late  February  and  early 
March  (rrs).  Rainham,  c.  50  on  Mar.  25th  (swls). 

H  Watford  S.F.,  150+  on  Feb.  23rd  and  c.  100  still  on  Mar.  6th  (bpp). 
K  Stone  Marshes,  c.  50  on  several  dates  in  February  (wib,  khp). 

409  Yellowhammer 

M  Inner  London,  Regent’s  Park,  a  female  on  Jan.  1 1th  (ehw). 

410  Corn  Bunting 

Very  little  information  has  been  received  on  the  breeding  distribution 
of  this  species.  More  records  would  be  welcome. 

E  Fairlop,  pairs  now  found  in  areas  where  previously  absent  (mrc). 

H  About  ten  singing  males  in  area  Moor  Hill,  Old  Parkbury,  Shenley- 
bury,  London  Colney  (rc,  ehw).  Maple  Cross,  one  singing  on 
July  10th  (bpp,  nhp). 

M  Reported  in  the  breeding  season  only  from  the  Perry  Oaks-Stanwell 
area  (rsh,  htmw). 

K  Bred  at  Barnhurst,  Crayford  Creek,  Longfield,  South  Darenth, 
Stone  and  Swanscombe  (wib).  Present  in  the  breeding  season  at 
Abbey  Wood  Marshes  and  at  Dean  Bottom  near  Fawkham  (wib). 

S  Present  in  the  breeding  season  at  Epsom  S.F.,  and  Walton  G.P. 
(dp,  dar). 
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415  Girl  Bunting 

M  Ruislip,  a  pair  on  May  29th  and  30th,  but  not  seen  subsequently 
(bpp,  ehw). 

S  Beddington  S.F.,  a  male  on  Apr.  7th  (dac).  Mickleham,  a  male  on 
Apr.  22nd  (dep).  Oxted,  a  male  on  Apr.  26th  (rhw). 

424  House  Sparrow 

S  The  number  of  birds  using  a  roost  on  Mitcham  Common  in  January 
and  February  and  from  September  to  December  was  estimated  by 
BPA  at  c.  5,000. 

425  Tree  Sparrow 

E  Bred  at  Chingford,  Fishers  Green,  Nazeing,  Sewardstone,  Seward- 
stonebury  and  Waltham  Abbey  (jlfp).  Several  in  the  breeding 
season  at  Bower  House,  Havering  (pwdw). 

H  Small  colonies  at  Bricket  Wood,  Elstree,  London  Colney,  Moor  Mill, 
Napsbury,  Radlett,  Shenley,  and  Ridge,  and  a  large  colony  at 
Old  Parkbury  (ehw).  In  the  Lea  Valley,  bred  or  suspected  of 
breeding  at  Broxbourne,  Cheshunt,  and  Hoddesdon  (jlfp).  Hamper 
Mill,  seen  during  the  breeding  season  (bpp). 

M  A  few  pairs  bred  at  Enfield  Lock,  Harefield,  Osterley  Park,  Ruislip, 
and  Staines  Moor  (mc,  jlfp,  bpp,  ehw,  caw)  . 

K  Bred  at  Elmers  End  and  Stone  S.F.s  (wib,  rhw). 

S  Bred  at  Beddington  S.F.,  54  pairs,  and  Beddington  Park,  c.  25  pairs 
(bsm)  ;  Mitcham  Common,  10  pairs  (bpa)  ;  South  Norwood  Lake, 
one  pair  (rhw). 


Addition  to  London  Bird  Report,  No,  18,  for  1953 

271  Woodlark 

M  Inner  London,  one  in  the  bombed  area  at  Cripplegate  on  28th  July 
(mrc,  rbw). 
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The  Census  of  Great  Crested  Grebes,  1954 

T  N  the  early  weeks  of  June,  the  ninth  annual  summer  census  of  Great 
Crested  Grebes  {Podiceps  cristatus)  in  the  Society’s  area  was  made  by 
members  of  the  Ornithological  Section.  This  formed  a  part  of  the  sample 
census  organized  nationally  by  the  British  Trust  for  Ornithology,  and  was 
the  last  count  but  one  in  the  ten  year  series  commenced  in  1946. 

Observers  visited  over  170  waters,  consisting  of  reservoirs,  lakes  and 
flooded  gravel  pits,  and  found  105  of  them  occupied  by  grebes.  This 
shows  an  increase  on  the  previous  year’s  total  of  95,  but  there  was  a  decline 
in  the  number  of  adult  grebes  counted,  from  627  in  1953,  which  was  the 
highest  aggregate  to  date,  to  590  for  the  current  season.  Two  additional 
waters  were  included  this  year,  both  of  them  in  Middlesex — the  Heron 
Pond  in  Bushy  Park,  where  a  pair  nested,  and  a  newly  dug  gravel  pit  near 
Feltham,  where  two  pairs  were  seen.  If  we  leave  out  the  figures  for  these 
two  waters  in  order  to  obtain  totals  that  are  strictly  comparable  for  1953 


1954,  the  detail  of  the  counts  is  as  follows 

: — 

Adult  Grebes 

1953 

1954 

Percentage 
increase  or 
decrease— 

Bucks 

.  69 

52 

1954  :  1953 
-24-6% 

Essex 

.  139 

111 

-20-1% 

Herts 

.  112 

147 

+  31-3% 

Kent  ... 

.  13 

7 

-46*2% 

Middlesex 

.  203 

179 

-11*8% 

Surrey 

.  91 

88 

-  3-3% 

Totals 

.  627 

584 

-5-9% 

(strictly  comparable) 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  table  that,  although  the  figures  for  the  indi¬ 
vidual  county  areas  vary  considerably,  the  decline  over  the  whole  area 
was  not  great,  and  in  fact,  at  5-9 was  the  smallest  difference  between 
successive  years  that  has  so  far  occurred. 

Each  of  the  counties  showed  a  drop  in  numbers  except  Hertford¬ 
shire  where  there  was  a  rise  for  the  second  year  in  succession. 

More  birds  were  counted  on  reservoirs  and  lakes  than  on  gravel  pits, 
the  numbers  being  325  and  265  respectively,  but  the  latter  type  of  habitat 
was,  as  usual,  more  favoured  for  breeding,  probably  on  account  of  the  cover 
provided  and  the  general  character  of  the  vegetation  that  has  developed 
in  the  often  disused  workings. 

Observers  reported  a  total  of  114  nesting  pairs  from  all  waters,  of 
which  65,  or  57-9%,  were  found  on  gravel  pits.  It  should  here  be  men¬ 
tioned  that  owing  to  the  difficulties  in  obtaining  accurate  nesting  figures, 
to  which  reference  has  been  made  in  previous  reports  {vide  L.B.R.  ^2, 
p.  36,  and  13,  p.  15),  the  number  of  pairs  recorded  may  be  below  the  true 
total.  It  can,  however,  be  accepted  as  a  guide  and  shows  that  the  species 
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is  well  maintaining  its  breeding  status  in  the  area,  comparable  figures  for 
1952  and  1953  being  119  and  101  pairs. 

This  year  an  attempt  was  made  to  determine  the  approximate  average 
density  of  adult  grebes  in  relation  to  the  area  of  water  occupied,  and  ob¬ 
servers  were  asked,  where  possible,  to  estimate  acreages  when  completing 
their  census  cards  for  the  waters  covered.  In  some  cases — and  this  is 
particularly  true  of  gravel  pits — the  irregular  shape  of  the  margins  made 
an -accurate  assessment  of  acreage  impracticable,  but  on  the  other  hand 
official  figures  were  available  for  some  reservoirs. 

Estimates  were  sent  in  for  51  waters  out  of  the  105  occupied  and  for 
the  purpose  of  analysis  the  following  figures  show  the  average  density, 
expressed  as  birds  per  10  acres,  for  waters  on  which  there  were  only  the 
breeding  pairs,  for  those  containing  some  non-breeding  birds  as  well  as 
nesting  pairs,  and  for  waters  occupied  by  grebes  not  reported  as  breeding. 


Number 

Density 

of  waters 

Birds 

Acreage 

{Birds  jlOac) 

Breeders 

20 

78 

579 

1-35 

Breeders  and  non-breeders 

10 

75 

444 

1-69 

Non-breeders 

21 

127 

2,386 

•53 

Totals 

51 

280 

3,409 

•82 

The  three  categories  listed  correspond  broadly  to  the  three  types  of 
waters  visited,  the  smaller  gravel  pits  and  lakes  in  parks,  the  larger  gravel 
pits  and  reservoirs  possessing  some  natural  banks  and  occasional  islands 
providing  cover,  and  the  larger  reservoirs  mainly  with  bare  concrete  banks 
devoid  of  cover. 

Birds  have'  been  assumed  to  be  breeding  when  reported  as  paired 
although  the  observer  may  not  have  recorded  positive  evidence  of  nest 
or  young  seen.  The  average  extent  of  water  available  per  adult  grebe 
was  7-4,  5-9  and  18-8  acres  respectively,  and  in  the  total  population, 
12-17  acres. 

No  high  degree  of  accuracy  is  claimed  for  these  figures,  but  it  seemed 
to  be  desirable  to  place  them  on  record  as  a  preliminary  study  and  because 
they  add  to  the  picture  of  the  summer  population  of  the  species  in  our  area, 
already  presented  by  the  bare  annual  counts,  a  further  aspect  which  serves 
perhaps  to  enhance  its  value. 

My  sincere  thanks  are  due  to  the  following,  for  their  assistance  in 
the  field  : — 

H.  E.  Andrews,  R.  S.  Ashley,  L.  Baker,  M.  Barter,  T.  L.  Bartlett, 
Miss  M.  E.  Bennett,  H.  Bentham,  Miss  S.  Coles,  E.  H.  Down,  J.  Farrand, 
D.  V.  Freshwater,  Miss  N.  Goom,  Miss  G.  Hains,  L.  F.  Harris,  Dr.  J.  M. 
Harrison,  C.  H.  Hawes,  P.  A.  D.  Hollom,  F.  J.  Holroyde,  L.  G.  Hemmings, 

B.  P.  Hutchins  per  G.  A.  Pyman,  C.  F.  Jones,  K.  R.  Jones  per  B.  L.  Sage, 
K.  P.  Keywood,  F.  R.  Mann,  W.  N.  Mitchell,  D.  Parr,  J.  L.  F.  Parslow, 

C.  H.  F.  Parsons,  B.  A.  Richards,  H.  W.  Rudd,  B.  L.  Sage,  L.  C.  Teaman, 
Prof.  E.  H.  Warmington,  C.  A.  White. 


W.  D.  Melluish. 
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number  of  birds  ringed  this  year  (October  1st,  1953,  to  September 


30th,  1954)  was  4,368,  1,757  more  than  last  year  and  the  largest  total 
ever  achieved  by  the  Society.  Birds  of  68  species  made  up  this  total  which 
was  attained  by  47  ringers. 

Nine  hundred  and  sixty  Starlings  headed  the  list  and  next  in  numerical 
order  were  680  Blackbirds,  581  House  Sparrows  (a  higher  total  than  all 
previous  years  together),  384  Blue-Tits,  241  Robins  and  228  Song  Thrushes. 
The  figures  for  Starling,  Blackbird  and  Song  Thrush  were  each  more  than 
double  last  year’s  totals. 

Other  birds  ringed  included  6  Great  Spotted  Woodpeckers,  4  Little 
Ringed  Plovers,  a  Ring  Ousel,  3  adult  Common  Sandpipers,  and  59 
Jays  which  is  again  little  short  of  the  national  total  for  Jays  in  1952. 

Outstanding  individual  efforts  were  85  nestling  Rooks  ringed  by 
Mr.  A.  C.  Parker — again  more  than  half  the  national  total  for  1952 — 
and  23  Fieldfares  trapped  by  Mr.  J.  A.  Wigzell  in  a  period  of  eleven  days, 
which  is  a  remarkable  feat  since  only  266  have  been  ringed  in  this  country 
in  about  45  years.  Mr.  H.  P.  Medhurst  ringed  an  adult  Corncrake — 
a  bird  not  previously  ringed  by  the  Society. 

A  total  of  195  recoveries  of  birds  ringed  by  members  was  reported 
during  the  year,  of  which  78  were  Starlings.  Details  of  some  of  the  most 
interesting  recoveries,  ranging  from  Spain  to  Russia,  are  given  in  the 
Systematic  List.  Domestic  recoveries  involving  a  movement  of  only  a 
few  miles  are  sometimes  of  equal  interest  to  a  foreign  recovery ;  thus  a  male 
House  Sparrow  ringed  at  North  Chessington  by  Mr.  D.  Parr  on  November 
10th,  1952,  was  found  dead  only  four  miles  away  at  New  Maldon 
on  April  25th,  1954,  but  it  is  apparently  only  the  seventh  House  Sparrow 
ever  recovered  more  than  half  a  mile  away  from  where  ringed.  A  Starling 
ringed  by  Mr.  C.  N.  Walter  was  recovered  locally  seven  years  after  ringing. 

Certain  changes  in  the  Ringing  Scheme  were  introduced  by  the  Bird- 
Ringing  Committee  of  the  British  Trust  for  Ornithology  at  the  end  of  1954. 
These  changes  incorporated  the  introduction  of  a  new  type  of  schedule  with 
more  frequent  collections,  new  cards  to  replace  the  old  re-trap  forms, 
and  the  sale  of  rings  in  packets  of  50  instead  of  20  as  formerly,  although 
packets  of  five  rings  are  issued  as  well  for  some  of  the  larger  sizes.  A  copy 
of  the  revised  instructions,  a  “  model  ”  schedule,  and  an  accompanying 
L.N.H.S.  Ringing  Circular  were  sent  to  each  ringer.  The  ringing  year 
was  also  changed  from  the  year  ending  September  30th  to  the  calendar 
year.  A  supplementary  collection  of  schedules  was  therefore  arranged 
to  cover  the  period  October  1st,  1954,  to  December  31st,  1954.  The 
Society’s  total  for  that  period  was  996  birds  of  23  species,  making  a  grand 
total  for  the  fifteen  months  of  5,364  birds  of  69  species.  Individual  totals 
for  this  additional  period  are  shown  in  brackets  below  and  the  ringer’s 
grand  total  for  the  combined  period  of  fifteen  months  is  also  given  in 
brackets. 
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Ringer 

H.  E.  Andrews 

L.  Baker 

Beddington  Group... 

Dr.  G.  Beven 
S.  Boardman 
J.  F.  Burton 
P.  J.  K.  Burton 

M.  R.  Ghettleburgh 

G.  L.  Collenette 

R.  P.  Gordero 

S.  Cramp  ... 

P.  W.  E.  Currie 

W.  H.  Dady  . 

E.  H.  Down 
J.  Farrand 
R.  S.  R.  Fitter 

H.  B.  Fossey  .... 

J.  Garstang 

A.  Gibbs 

D.  Goodwin 

B. J.  Greaves 

Sqn./Ldr.  H.  S.  Hemsley-Hall 
A.  J.  Henty 

A.  G.  Hocken 
R.  C.  Homes 

Miss  L.  B.  Langham 

G.  E.  Manser  '  ... 

Dr.  R.  G.  Mayall 

H.  P.  Medhurst 

B.  S.  Milne 
H.  Murray  ... 

A.  F.  Myers 

K.  H.  Palmer 
W.  D.  Park 

A.  C.  Parker 

D.  Parr 

E.  R.  Parrinder 
J.  L.  F.  Parslow 
D.  E.  Pomeroy 

N.  H.  Pratt 
D.  A.  Preston 

F.  W.  P.  Radford 

B.  A.  Richards 
Miss  D.  A.  Rook 
P.  E.  L.  Simmonds 


Nestlings 

Trapped 

Total 

9 

— 

9 

— 

29 

(6) 

29 

(35) 

— 

— 

(5) 

— 

(5) 

16 

307 

(74) 

323 

(397) 

— 

37 

(1) 

37 

(38) 

11 

1 

12 

29 

20 

(1) 

49 

(50) 

87 

148 

(37) 

235 

(272) 

3 

26 

29 

— 

— 

(15) 

— 

(15) 

— 

20 

(5) 

20 

(25) 

— 

— 

(17) 

— 

(17) 

— 

6 

6 

8 

4 

12 

— 

17 

(3) 

17 

(20) 

— 

20 

20 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

2 

20 

163 

183 

33 

86 

119 

3 

— 

3 

29 

97 

(45) 

126 

(171) 

12 

1 

13 

4 

1 

5 

■ 

— 

158 

(56) 

158 

(214) 

o 

J 

— 

3 

34 

216 

(19) 

250 

(269) 

1 

3 

4 

— 

1 

1 

13 

1 

14 

— 

52 

(1) 

52 

(53) 

— 

— 

(24) 

— 

(24) 

— 

181 

(24) 

181 

(205) 

— 

156 

(65) 

156 

(221) 

197 

32  (122) 

229 

(351) 

2 

150 

(37) 

152 

(189) 

43 

436  (152) 

479 

(631) 

88 

112 

(6) 

200 

(206) 

— 

— 

(77) 

— 

(77) 

24 

— 

24 

23 

108 

(25) 

131 

(156) 

49 

19 

(8) 

68 

(76) 

7 

— 

7 

8 

120 

(34) 

128 

(162) 

6 

118 

(37) 

124 

(161) 

Total,  1953/54,  carried  forward  762 


2,849  (896)  3,611  (4,507) 
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Ringer 

Nestlings 

Trapped 

Total 

Total,  1953/54,  brought  forward  762 

2,849  (896) 

3,611  (4,507) 

W.  T.  Slade  . 

...  48 

65  (12) 

113 

(125) 

Dr.  D.  F.  Street 

— 

9 

9 

W.  G.  Teagle 

...  35 

266  (45) 

301 

(346) 

Dr.  A.  G.  G.  Thompson  ... 

7 

— 

7 

C.  A.  White 

3  (1) 

3 

(4) 

J.  A.  Wigzell 

...  12 

290  (42) 

302 

(344) 

B.  F.  Willson 

. . .  — 

22 

22 

Total,  1953/54 

...  864 

3,504  (996) 

4,368  (5,364) 

Total,  1952/53 

...  608 

2,003 

2,611 

A  few  ringers  working  within  the  Beddington  Survey  organization 
have  commenced  limited  ringing  operations  on  the  sewage  farm,  ringing  as 
a  Group  lead  by  Mr.  B.  S.  Milne. 

Messrs'.  R.  P.  Cordero,  G.  J.  Harris,  D.  E.  Pomeroy  and  D.  J.  Summers 
are  welcomed  as  new  ringers. 

B.  T.  O.  Colour  Marking  Schedules  have  been  sent  to  those  members 
known  to  be  colour-ringing  but  the  Ringing  Secretary  would  be  glad  to 
hear  from  any  other  member  who  has  done  any  colour-ringing  in  the  last 
few  years. 

Ringers  are  reminded  that  notes  on  ringing  appear  in  each  issue  of 
the  Sectional  Bulletin  and  also  that  the  Ringing  Secretary  is  always  glad 
to  hear  from  members  regarding  any  aspect  of  ringing  or  trapping. 

W.  D.  Park. 


Report  on  the  Dungeness  Bird  Observatory,  1954 

TV/TORE  than  120  people,  many  of  them  London  Natural  History  Society 

members,  stayed  at  Dungeness  Bird  Observatory  during  1954  and  the 
Observatory  was  manned  for  the  greater  part  of  the  year.  Over  4,400 
birds  were  ringed,  of  79  species  and  sub-species.  Starlings  headed  the 
list  with  a  total  of  856,  followed  by  748  Wliitethroats  and  457  Willow 
Warblers.  Nearly  1,500  Whitethroats  and  1,000  Willow  Warblers  have 
now  been  ringed  at  Dungeness  and  a  special  study  of  these  two  species 
has  begun.  Other  interesting  captures  included  78  Whinchats,  63  Red¬ 
starts,  43  Pied  Flycatchers,  a  Corncrake,  a  Bluethroat,  an  Icterine  Warbler 
and  a  Red-breasted  Flycatcher. 

The  Bird  Observatories  Committee  of  the  British  Trust  for  Ornithology 
held  a  week-end  field  meeting  at  the  Observatory  in  early  October.  While 
they  were  there,  on  October  3rd,  an  Ortolan  Bunting  was  seen,  as  well  as 
six  Firecrests,  two  Siskins,  two  Black  Redstarts  and  a  Pied  Flycatcher. 
During  the  year,  two  7-day  courses  were  held  to  instruct  beginners  in 
ringing  and  Observatory  technique. 
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Several  new  traps  were  brought  into  use  during  the  year  and  on 
favourable  nights  ringing  was  also  carried  out  at  the  lighthouse — over 
40  roosting  Swifts  were  captured  there  in  August.  Interesting  recoveries 
included  Starlings  in  Holland  and  Belgium  ;  a  juvenile  Starling  ringed  in 
July  found  in  Devon  in  November  ;  a  Whitethroat  ringed  on  August  21st 
found  at  Lugo,  Spain,  on  September  7th  ;  and  a  Willow  Warbler  ringed 
on  September  5th  recovered  fourteen  days  later  near  Bordeaux. 

.This  is  only  a  brief  summary  of  the  year’s  activities  at  Dungeness  and 
a  fully  detailed  account  is  published  in  the  Kent  Bird  Report  for  1 954. 

A  brochure  concerning  the  Observatory  is  now  available  and  can  be 
obtained,  free  of  charge,  from  the  Hon.  Secretary,  H.  A.  R.  Cawkell, 
6  Canute  Road,  Hastings,  Sussex. 

E.  R.  Parrinder. 


Book  Reviews 

The  Wren.  Edward  A.  Armstrong.  Collins,  London,  1955,  30s.  Pp. 
Viii  -r  312,  20  Black  and  White  Photographs  and  41  drawings  and 
diagrams. 

Every  bird-addict  who  concentrates  his  attention  on  a  single  species 
soon  comes  up  against  difficulties  which  incline  him  to  think  “  his”  bird 
particularly  hard  to  study  and  to  envy  others  their  larger,  tamer,  more 
abundant  or  more  sedentary  proteges.  None  can  deny,  however,  that 
in  choosing  the  Wren  The  Reverend  Armstrong  took  on  one  of  the  more 
difficult  species.  This  book  is  evidence  of  his  success  in  his  hard  labour  of 
love.  It  contains  a  wealth  of  detail  on  every  aspect  of  the  Wren’s  life,  and 
death,  garnered  both  from  the  author’s  extensive  field  observations  and 
from  patient  consultation  of  the  relevant  literature.  It  has  not  the  almost 
astringent  conciseness  and  masterly  analysis  of  behaviour  patterns  of 
The  Herring  GuWs  World  and  not  every  behaviour  student  will  agree 
with  all  of  the  statements  that  concern  bird  behaviour  in  general.  It  is, 
of  course,  much  easier  to  criticize  a  work  like  this  on  minor  points  than  to 
write  anything  half  as  good  oneself.  Besides  including  all  important 
recorded  information  about  Troglodytes  troglodytes,  the  author  has  wisely 
included  much  relevant  information  on  other  wren  species.  The  book  is 
well  illustrated  with  both  sketches  and  photographs.  „  „ 

JJ.Lr. 

The  Pocket  Guide  to  Nests  and  Eggs.  Fitter,  R.  S.  R.,  and  Richardson, 
R.  A.  Collins,  London,  1954,  21s.  Pp.  xv  +  172,  40  plates  in 
colour,  eight  in  black  and  white. 

Among  other  things  which  this  important  book  has  in  common  with 
the  same  authors’  Pocket  Guide  to  British  Birds  are  its  size — which  is  admirably 
compact — and  the  arrangement  of  birds  by  size  and  habitat  and  not  in 
a  recognized  zoological  order.  This,  Mr.  Fitter  claims,  is  simpler  for  bird¬ 
watchers  in  their  early  stages.  Whatever  doubts  of  that  claim  reviewers 
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may  harbour,  they  have  made  their  point  on  the  first  book  and  should 
not  seek  to  repeat  it  now  ;  for  the  authors  could  not  be  expected  to  arrange 
two  companion  volumes  on  different  principles. 

The  text  is  so  compressed  that  absolute  accuracy  in  every  statement 
could  hardly  be  achieved,  and  Mr.  Fitter  has  done  well  to  come  so  near  it. 
Compression  has  been  carried  too  far  in  the  statement  of  the  range  of 
certain  species  ;  the  misleading  results  in  the  case  of  the  Common  Sand¬ 
piper,  Sandwich  Tern  and  Wryneck  have  been  noticed  by  the  British 
Birds  reviewer  ;  it  might  be  added  that  the  few  Dartmoor  Grouse  are 
ignored  ;  and  beginners  are  likely  to  be  misled  by  the  ambiguous  wording 
of  the  sentence  on  the  Siskin’s  range  :  “  Resident,  local  in  Scottish  High¬ 
lands,  Ireland,  and  on  either  side  of  Solway  Firth.”  But  these  are  small 
points  ;  the  text  is  pithy,  and  the  descriptions  of  sites  and  construction  of 
nests  are  particularly  well  phrased.  Mention  of  the  ring  size  immediately 
after  the  sentences  on  nestlings  was  a  happy  thought.  The  ampler  in¬ 
formation  on  ringing  in  the  introduction  adds  to  the  book’s  value,  as  do 
the  notes  on  species  which  though  not  breeding  in  Britain  now  may  begin 
(or  resume^  doing  so  any  year.  The  text  is  well  printed. 

Mr.  Richardson’s  contribution  to  the  book  has  suffered  in  reproduc¬ 
tion.  Most  of  the  birds  are  very  well  drawn,  but  some  appear  in  colours 
which  (it  is  both  charitable  and  safe  to  assume)  are  not  the  colours  the  artist 
painted.  The  red  on  the  Redwing’s  flank,  for  example,  is  (in  the  reviewer’s 
copy)  unbelievably  similar  to  that  of  a  pillar-box.  There  are  also  some 
bad  browns  on  upperparts — compare  the  misleadingly  similar  shades  of 
Woodlark,  Skylark,  Yellowhammer  and  Corn  Bunting  in  Plate  11.  Let 
us  hope  that  in  a  second  edition  justice  will  be  done  to  Mr.  Richardson’s 
powers.  It  would  also  be  an  improvement  if  the  illustrations  of  many  of 
the  eggs  could  be  larger. 

On  the  whole  this  book  is  going  to  be  very  valuable,  and  not  only 
to  beginners. 

H.F.G. 


Recording  Arrangements 

The  Society’s  Area  is  bounded  by  a  circle  of  20  miles  radius  centred 
on  St.  Paul’s  Cathedral.  The  recorders,  whose  names  and  addresses 
are  given  below,  welcome  records  from  members  and  non-members. 
It  materially  assists  the  speedy  entering  of  records  if  the  following  points 
are  observed. 

1.  Please  use  the  Society’s  recording  sheets,  which  can  be  obtained  from 
the  Recorders.  Submit  records  for  North  of  the  Thames,  South  of 
the  Thames,  and  Inner  London  on  separate  sheets. 
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2.  Please  enter  records  by  species  in  the  Wetmore  Order,  which  is  used 
in  this  report.  It  is  particularly  requested  that  date  order  should  not 
be  used,  as  this  inevitably  slows  down  the  work  of  transferring  entries 
from  the  recording  sheets  to  the  card  index  which  is  used  in  the  prep¬ 
aration  of  the  report. 

3.  Please  submit  copies  of  field  notes  for  all  records  of  rare  or  unusual 
species. 

4.  .  Completed  recording  sheets  should  be  submitted  at  present  in  July 

for  the  half  year  ending  30th  June,  and  in  January  for  the  half  year 
ending  31st  December.  This  arrangement  is  being  reconsidered, 
and  if  any  alteration  is  made,  it  will  be  notified  in  a  recording  circular 
distributed  by  the  recorders. 

Copies  of  the  B.T.O.  Field  List  of  British  Birds,  which  is  in  the  Wet- 
more  Order,  may  be  obtained  from  Miss  L.  B.  Langham,  164  St.  Ann’s 
Hill,  S.W.18,  price  6d.  each,  plus  postage  IJd.  each  ;  12  copies  post  free. 


Recorders 

Inner  London  ...  ...  ...  W.  G.  Teagle,  Flat  No.  6,  2  The 

Paragon,  Blackheath,  S.E.3. 

South  of  the  Thames  and  River 

Thames  ...  ...  ...  H.  P.  Medhurst,  88  Sugden  Road, 

London,  S.W.ll. 

North  of  the  Thames  ...  ...  H.  P.  Medhurst,  88  Sugden  Road, 

London,  S.WMl. 
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THE  BRITISH  TRUST  FOR  ORNITHOLOGY 

is  a  unique  organization  devoted  to 
the  encouragement  and  promotion  of 
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into  the  LIVES,  HABITS  and  NUMBERS  of  BRITISH  BIRDS 
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